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SUPREME HEADQUARTERS
ALLYED EXPEDITIONARY FORCE

29 Jenuary 1944

OFERATION MEMORANDUM )

WUMBER 1)

The object of this memorsndum is to coordinnte the use on beaches
of all markings, signe and lights whoso purpose is to mid the navigation of ships

and oraft,

Zo  DEFINITIONS

a; Sector. A secter is a part of en enemy comstline. Ths entire
comstline, whataver its naturs, beach, cliff, rock, esplanads, etco, is divided
into sectors: Sector limits are geographical features which cen ocagily be
identified either from charts, maps, or air photographs. In very lomg sectors
where no comvenient feature can be found, & landmark just inland may have to
be usedo The lenmgth of sectors cannot be spscified; they may vary from leas
then 100 yards to over 2000 yards, but thoy will seldom excsed 5000 yards.

Seotors are referred to by the Anglo-American phonetically
pronounced letbters of the alphabet os:w

ABLE, .BAKER, CHARLIE, elcs

These letters ere assigned from RIGHT %o LEFT facing shoreward,
and ere in alphsbetical sequence.

bo  Beachese 4 beaoh is a definits part of e sector chosen as
appropriats for landings Ho sector will contain more then three beaches.
Beaches will be ocoloursd GREER~WHITE~RED from RICHT to LEFT facing shoreward.
If only two beaches per soctor are requirsd for landings, WHITE bemch will be
cmittede If only ome boach is used it will be coloursd CREEK. Beaches will be
- referred to by sector latber, colour and the word "Bssmeh'. Example: FOX GREEN
BEACH,

So  BBACH NARKING SIGES (Numbors underlimed below refer o Appendix 'A').

2o Dey beach signse

(1) Left limit, facing shoreward: A1l left limits for
GHEEN, VHITE and RED beachss will be marked by a WHITE
canvas rectungle twelve by fowr feet onm sixteen foot
poles, supported by guys and displaysd horizontally,

In addition, GREEN und BED beaches only will be markad
by &n additional horizontal rectangle similar to the
WHITE one just spocified, bub of the same colowr ag the
"beach, This second rectangle will be plaged alongside
the WHITE ons and on the side toward the center of the
beach (_1-)5
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APPENRIK YhY
s OF MEMO NO )
datsd 29 January 1944

HYDROGRAFPHICHL MARKINGS N0 DANGSH SUGRALS

h 154 GHECHS: O] ORSTPRIUCT IONS
£, Hewabe or obstructions will=d merkods

-

(1) By day, by a crogs plank bugy with 5 focl wooden
upripght painted in green und white horizontal bande
{emch 1 £t. in Yepjth) and ecarrying 2 green sguirs
£lag.  The buey will be fitted with = meonr.‘r of
8 ‘Tathom of 1." hodps

f2) By might, by & green fixed or flsshing limt fixed I:.u
the upright.

bs  #1l lsnding oraft will be permsnsntly fitted with one uf the
~Huays raferred to in svbsparscraph (1) ebove, It will be so placsd that it
will "wmtch" aubomsfically should the oralt sink.

¢s  Hrecked landing oraft which are uncoversd By the tide will be
markad by Tashing upright to the hull & 15 foot pole paintud, flagsed and lighted
as in subsparagzraphs (1) and () sboye. Two poles may be lashed together to
obtain the raquisite heilzht, if neceseary.  All major landing cemlh will carry
two spare psinted 16 £t poles Pitted with sreon square {ls3s to be landed if
requirsd for vse vy the Beach Partics. S

4. Sheals or obstructions loceted by Hydrographic Uraft off the
beach will be marked by Shese craft using the buoy described in sub-paragraph
{1) mbove, moored with a hundred-pound sinker.

o . The bucvs and marks reflerred to above must bo gfiven a wide berth,
the craft passing to leawnrd (or dewnstresm) whess possible.

2w MURT HARD. BLOYS

These will be*a orcss plank buoy with « 5 fost blsck woodsn upraght am
blnck pennaat exhibiting s white Fixed or flashing Lightiby night; moored with
2 3.% homp te s hurdrod-pouund sinker.

W STARBOARD HaND BULYS

These will be a cross plank buoy with a & foot rod wooden upright
end red and yellow dingona} square flaz, exhibiting a red fixed or flashing 1iht
by nizght, moored with a 1. hemp te o hundred-pourd sinker

4, SURVUYIHG MARKS

A Hydrog rephic Units may use marks; buoys and lignts of any shape
¢olour, provided they cannct be confused in any way with the marks, huoys ad
h shis laid cown ebove, nor with the ¢tandsyd system of Bomch sizng.and Llshta
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