oﬁ. _
ﬂf"”—) =)

July 7, 1958 e

1 am happy to certify to you, as required by sectien
7 of H. R. 7999, that this maasurs was today signed
into law.

As you start the procedure that will, I hope, result
in the admission of Alaska into the Union as a Stale,
you and the people of Alaska bave my very best
wishes.

Sincerely,

Dwight D. Eizenhower

The Honorable Michael A. Stepovich
Governor of Alaska
Juneau, Alaska
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IMMEDIATE RELEASE July 7, 1958

Ange W. Wheaton, Acting Press Secretary to the Preaident

THE WHITE HOUSE

e STATEMENT OF THE PRESIDENT

I have today approved H. R. 7999, to provide for the au:i-

mission of the State of Alaska into the Union,
W 1

While I am pleased with t}m actmn of Congress admitting
Alaska, I am extremely disturbed over reports that no action is con- wof J{?
templated by the current Congress on pending legislation to admit e ryg
Hawaii as a State. My messages to Congress urging enactment of ,“ F . }:‘: |
statehood legislation have particularly referred to the gualifications = " Wk
of Hawaii, as well as Alaska, and I personally believe that Hawaii is
qualified for statehood equally with Alaska, The thousands of loyal,
patriotic Americans in Hawaii who suffered the ravages of World War
I1 with us and who experienced that first disastrous attas;:k upon Pearl
Harbor must not be foggotten.

Pursuant to section 10 of the Alaska Statehood Act, I am
authorized to make special national defense withdrawals to assure cof 153
that the defense IQQMrEmBmW are adequately protected.
I have requested the Secretary of Defense to review our defense needs xof
in Alaska, and to rmnake recommendalions to me with respect to the
extent to which the authority vested in me by section 10 of the Act
should be exercised,
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
BUREAU OF THE BUDGET
WASHINGTON 25. D, €.

JUL 1 7 1958

MEMDRANDUM FOR THE PRESTDENT

Subject: FProblems arieing from Alaska Stabehood

The impending change in the status of Alaska from that of a
berritory to a state will alter fundamentally existing relationships
with the Federal Government, Because of (1) the geographical lecatlon
of the terribery, and (2) the magnitude and character of Federal pro=
grams in Alaska, the transitden to stabtshood will present a mumber of
wnigne and complex problems which were not encountered when other
territories were admitted as ststes and which will invelve many agen-
ecies beyond the Department of the Inbterior.

8o that the transitien msy be accomplished on a sound and orderly
basis, steps should be baken immediately to (1) identify the problems
which will be created by Alasks stabehood; (2) resclve amy pelicy
igsues; and (3) develop necessary action papers, including amendments
to Executive orders and legislation. Since these problems inevitably
will radse issues concerning the budget, Gowernment organization, and
legislation, and will affect a number of Federal agencies, we believe
it highly desirsble that arrangemsnte be established which will assure
that the necessary staff work is performed and that recommendstions are
fully eoordinated among the interested agencies,

Tf you approve, the Bureaun of the Budget, as a part of its general
coordinating responsibilities, will undertake, in cooperation with the
other Federal despartments and agencles concerned, to see that the impli-
eations of Alaska statehood are Tully explored and to sssure a coordinated
approach o the solubion of any problems which may be identifieds

This suggestion has been discussed with Secrstary Seaton, who agrees
to the proposal, It is understood thet this activity will not reduce the
regular responsibilities of the Department of the Interior in connecticn
with the administration of the territery or its conversion to statehood.

There is attached for your signature a drafi of a letier assigning

to the Bureau of the Budget responsibility to serve as a foecal peint in
the sxecubive branch on problems related to Alasks statehooda
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Attachment
To Bureau of the Budget
Bulletip Fo. 59-1

THE WHITE HOUSE
WA MG T

July 18, 1958

Dear Mr, Stans:

It view of the irmuninent admission of the State of Alaska
into the Union, it is essential that the Federal Government
promptly make such adjustments in present Federal laws
and programs as are necessary to facilitate an or derly
transition from territorial status to statehood, This will
reguire a careful study of the effecls of statehood and the
development of a systematic and coordinated program for
effecting the transition,

I believe that the Bureau of the Budget should assume leader-
ship for Executive Branch action inthis area, beyond the
regular responsibilities of the Department of the Interior,
Therefore, I am asking you, with the cooperation of the
interested departments and agencies, to undertake the task
of reviewing the implications of Alaska statehood, develap-
ing a comprehensive plan for accomplishing the transition,
and presenting to me recommendations for dealing with any
matters requiring my attention.

Sincerely,

Aoyherzio L

The Honorable Maurice H. Stans
Director
Bureau of the Budget



