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SOLDIER DETAILS

DIVISION: Army

THEATER OF OPERATION: European

BATTLE: Battle of the Bulge

MILITARY HONORS: 2 Bronze stars

HONORED BY: The Eisenhower Foundation

BIOGRAPHY

George Harris Kennedy, Jr. was born on February 18, 1925 in New York City, to Helen (Kieselbach), a
ballet dancer, and George Harris Kennedy, an orchestra leader and musician. Following high school
graduation, Kennedy enlisted in the United States Army in 1943 with the hope to become a fighter pilot
in the Army Air Corps. Instead, he wound up in the infantry, served under General George S. Patton
and distinguished himself with valor. He won two Bronze Stars and four rows of combat and service
ribbons. A World War II veteran, Kennedy went on to become a performer. At one stage in his career,
he cornered the market at playing tough, no-nonsense characters who were either quite crooked or
possessed hearts of gold. Kennedy notched up an impressive 200+ appearances in both television
and films, and was well respected within the Hollywood community. He started out on television
Westerns in the late 1950s and early 1960s (Have Gun - Will Travel (1957), Rawhide (1959), Maverick
(1957), Colt .45 (1957), among others) before scoring minor roles in films including Lonely Are the
Brave (1962), The Sons of Katie Elder (1965) and The Flight of the Phoenix (1965). The late 1960s
was a very busy period for Kennedy, and he was strongly in favor with casting agents, appearing in
Hurry Sundown (1967), The Dirty Dozen (1967) and scoring an Oscar win as Best Supporting Actor
for his performance in Cool Hand Luke (1967). The disaster film boom of the 1970s was also kind to
Kennedy and his talents were in demand for Airport (1970) and the three subsequent sequels, as a
grizzled police officer in Earthquake (1974), plus the buddy/road film Thunderbolt and Lightfoot (1974)
as vicious bank robber Red Leary. Courtesy of https://www.imdb.com - George Kennedy Biography


