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SUERRLE SLLIRD BEAUARCERS

SURTEGYs  Operation *OVENLORD

70 ¢ CGomnonding General, Piist Army Group

/

1« The obJect of Operstion OVERLOKD' 34 fio secure a lodgenent area en bhe
Continent ivom which fucthsr offensive opzratican can ha dewvaloped. The lodge--
mmb area must contein suificient pert facillties to matntain a foree of some
twenty-six to thirty divicicns, and enable thwb force to ke Aaugmented by )
follow-up shipments from the UNITED STATES and elaewhere of edditional divisions
and’ supporting units at the rete of three to Five divisions per month.

_Z»  The operetion will be corried aut in two pheasesi-

e

. thaos I - Tle etfesting of an wasmult 1 anéing on the HORMANDY
Weachez between the limits of QUINEVIELE in the WEST? and CABCURE-JRI-BALNG
in the BAST, to e followsd by the eaxly eapiture and development of airfield

" mltes end the cepture of the port of CHERBOURG, ‘ : ’

. £hasa TI ~ The emlargement of the aten caplturad in Lhose I 30 as to
neours the whole of the CHERBOURG, LOIBE snd BRIITANY group of portge

CXET Lt iy P pedriors

TARGET DATH

Jo  The GCommnders menticned in paragreph 5 ere Joiatly %o resgort, atior
examination, the earliest posaihle date afber the 1st Mays 1934, on which,
in their opinioun, the. operaticn can he successfully undertaken.

[l

LN _AND CUNTROL

ko The Jupreme Allied Comatder is 6o co~ordinute and consrol the
plaming and execution cf the vperabicn as a whole.
T l _ .
S5« . The Allied Naval Compander, X®, ths Coyander-in-Ghief, 21 Anny Grouy
and tho Air Comrandsr-in-Chlef, ABAR, are to be Jjoinblv tespensible to the ]
Supreme allied Commender for Lhe plamning of the speration- gnd for 1ts execution
Abon wo advissd, < ’ : S ’

6. The Comrander-in-Chief, 21 Armr Croup, is to courand 310 land forces .
engogad In the operution unkll such time as the Supreme Allled Commander allocates”
an erco of respomsibility to bhe Comanding Genecah, Firet demy Group.
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0 ’ a;location of an araa of mepozmlb:.lity to the Mirst Army Grow i,
‘ootéd by the désignation of an appropridte boundary line, the general
prlncipla ‘being ‘adopted that UNITAD STATES forces will be on the right and
BRITISH/CANADIAN forces on the left of the line thwoughout the opersiion. Ths
effective daté for the pllication of an siwa of responsibility to First Arcy
Group will be -when, in'the opinion of the Supreme Allied Commender, the mmber
of UNITED STATES ¢roops latided on the Continent werranis their control belng
exzrcised by the Firat Axmy’ Gmuy Commandsro

B Exoept in emergency; amd then only for the shortest possible tima, e
BRITISH or UNITED STATES Pormation lower than a corps is not to be placed under
ommxan& of anothay natucnality.- :

&f.o”mr P FORCES

-

avaihble will be _deaigmated latsey.
7 1likely to be available is shown &t

: An estimta of the UNITED oTl&TEi: and BRITISH/CANADIAN lemd forcas
'hi.ch 'will be available in- the IINITFD RINGDOM for the operaticn on st May, 194k,

ja ¢ om.pg-miITED SJ.‘ATLS forces are to be ulucea under the command -
of - the ‘Commander=in-Chlaf, 21. Army Group, until suah timn as the qureme Allied
‘yo a aphere ot’ responsibility:-

First Amy mmfoo:ced 'by-m '
e “Buch UNIThD STATES adrborne troops as are r‘.quu'ed fox thc
z-ation eonsimtaxrt ’ith _\'_,jm lifb availab.x.e..

Such rarger ba‘bta.llons a3 the vommnderaimcmef i 21 Amw Group,
h FirstAmy Group 'bvoops as t}*o Cmmndcxmtnmchiefﬂ 21 Amy
oup g ma,y mquira 1’ox' Jtho - tmpport and mlntenanr'a of UNITYD S'I’J\TDS Torces.

“d An attaehod supwly and mazntenance orgmmisation to support thc ‘

Faomezl ‘a8 are’ m_ecoaaaryu "rlr;ase %roops will pass to your contyol when your
J.s_ sot Up-on the, Contimnia T T

An est:lmate..cf 'Eho a‘lr Porces lli-cly to be available on 1st May, 19:,4,,
is e!wm at A.ppenaix 'ZD' “oe,

i hio opsration i showii-at Appendix "E'. Y% is being essumsd for plarming purposss

hat sufficient transport airoraft and cvews will be provided to mssure the 1ift

- one, adiborns “aivi iotn on D day followed by a sctond within approximabtely
gty=four holra. - g .. PN

UNITED - S‘I‘ATI.S forces t0 consist of a base ‘section hsadguarters. and such SOS troops |

) 15., o An estimat;e of‘ tim a:Lr 111‘1: l:ﬂ-a;y to be nvo..'}nb“le on 1ot bey, 1944, Tor '
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< 16 " Tou whil work n close comoperaﬁon with the anmmw,cr»m-chiaf, _
B 21 Amny Group, with whom direct comminication iam auﬁ?.arimd during the planning,
: repa.mtiou and mountmg of the opmaﬁmﬂ '

17. You will arrange for the h'oops mnnfioned in paragraph 13 to 'oo
placed under the compand of Commenderwin-Chisf, 24 Army Group, at a time to he
mutuall,y agreed upon.

: 18_, You will attach to Hesdguartera, 24 Ammy Group, a wuitable ataff and
Bignals incremsut from Flret Armmy Guoup, at a twe $o he mxrm‘ﬂy arranged.
This increment will rejoin Headmartsrs, First Army Gronp, when the latier is
sstablished on the Continent.

1%  You will keep the Commender-in-Chled, 21 Anay Group, informed. in
regard to the status of UNITED STATES forcex meationed in paragemph 13 and of

* . any mejor Geficlencles in the requirsment of wen awnd material whieh mxmot ke
met thz(aug)u normal channels.

. 20,  You will be wrepared fte et up your Headquaxisrs on the Continent when,
in the opinion of the Supsome AlJ.ieci Commender:, the mwber of UHITED STATES
~troops landed on the Continent warrants it Tou will fram that time be
responaible fox operotims on ﬂe Cootinent within a spheore allotted $o you Ly
the Suprewe Allied Comnanders

21 You will prepare plans, in cloms colleboratica wdth the Commsnder-in-
Chief, 21 Awmy Growp, and Xinth Adr feree, for the asswgpiion of mmmand as
ingicated in paragraph 20 sud for the deplojeoni of UNUED STASES Army farces
ot already commdthed. :

LATER INSTRUCTIOHS

22, Additiomel instrvotions v ganding the cuvexr plan
training , algmal comnications and 2ivil affairs will be Ju;

. SUEJI&L«].()N OF FLAN

25, You will keep the Supreme Allded Commender infozmsd of the progress cu'.’
ycu.r planning,

CANCELLATION OF PHEVIOUS mmv:@m

2re The previcus directive lamied to +he c«mnari::np General, First Aruy
) Group (OOb.bAC, (43) 75) is h:.x'eby canzelled,




