-Mplinnol uuhw. Ve were as:
tbohnanu Bohrnuutuamuttonfn-ﬂummm. !Dutmnvonmhoru
.~ eight ulnfro-umqyootn line, where Hitler swore t)ntuvulhd troopnvhom
mcmunummorwm. msphmuamooommmnmumm
mﬂawmmwtanr Itn-mtlon;un\hohthrmnimnnlnml
the western sky blased with searehlights and heavy flak which koptxoin;uplnl grov in vio-':
5 lenss, thlthom'-mumnhbomlmdm The fighting had started,
o Thohhmviuon'-turnnlmxt. Ntnh&ﬁvohmumtom\‘tnhfmib
:'—,‘-nnl hit the beash, Those were tense hours. On the USS Dickman and

— Ve lete
ttuhnbthlnf..mﬂrntnbtthuomtolmd.hdmmlybmkhnmthn,nw‘

and o mrhfou dawn, began lo-ding in landing boats. On eash transport, eight LOVP's m_
m on davigs beside the rail, four more esme to the shipside and tied up at the foot -r-tu
.r,haun‘ nets. There was a rough sea that morning and the boats far down on the blaek -urru.

(

. of the water wers Jumping and bounsing dangerously, Weapons, Immition. nd!.ol, l11 the N
. oquiment of the initia] landing, had to be lowered 1o thoss boats in total darkness, and the
:n.u in full equipment had to olizb down the nets, Here tnining paid off, and the dtl-bu'h-
‘Alem vent vith the moothness of & drill; not & man was lost. Before the first ireses of
@ppeared, all the LOVP's of the oarly waves hld loaded, pulled fway from the ships, and we
om-ug in eircles, waiting for H-heur,
All this time our planes were pounding the beash; the distant thmp of the bombs 6o
i hhuﬂuun-hxplmumcmlmhﬂl.‘ Itmtndlounl. Itwent on, threugh b,
"the dawn and the pthorinx deylight. Then at 5150 the Naval barrage thundered dwn on the f;
“beash. The battleships Nevada and Rnurprlu, five eruisers, and and eight destroyers turned
Mrmcnth.lhinh defenses, M.tho same time, the twenty LOVP's of the first wvave man
Ante 1ine and headed for shore, ‘

In the ﬁrttnnmothofourhuoh—ccuultml—l, o,xwr.mxnf. l'hut

mﬁ..l had been reorganised for thortm ‘V?QCTJ ‘977 /
>

_ ALO]




'l'ha coapuny oontalned four n-nult secticns, mh uotiansooiu.pf'iod ene boat, while the
atapiny’s 1Y Howt carried S M "

< .
Tho ,h‘lonf'y boats ou'rring the four beagh-assault ma.'. -ond at fun lpood tomrd
shore.’ Oloso behind and on the flanks ran maval support en"l, -11 ﬁghun; boate u'-l

/ vith maghine guna ad rockets, Cut in front mval crows vere alredy at work renoving mines
lnd undemtcr obstacles. Perther -l.heud. & line of bursting :holll on the Lorison mariked ﬂﬁ‘

bonnh where our mvnl barrage wae ﬁalling. There was litile m-:w fire in roply. As the
l E

. Tirst wvave drew elower to si0re, 8 few rocm ulvo- and an ocoasional 85 shell lph-hod :lu
= thn water, nissing all our boats,  One maval patrol boat wus hit; Co C passed it turned up- :
lldo dom, bBut nothing eould lower the spirita of the 4th Divin:lon men nov, This was uﬂ.ﬂ,
_ ‘t_ Iut. This wus wlat they had been waiting for two years, moy vere raring to go, md ith
; vl- sure to bu 2 ‘Lough job for anyone to ltop thoz, o ‘?
; The tonts of the firct wave changed formation fronm colurng forming & line whieh ltntchd
" a mile frm ﬂunk to flank, Thoy roared on toward 4he ncm beach, elosing in on the nvnl
5 hrﬂgu until they were within 500 yards of the lins of bursting shells, Then on a swoke ;
b cigml sent up by company coumsnders the barrage 1iftod. Seconis later the boats toualhied f
: lm about 200 yirds from shore, in WAist-deep vater. Companies E and? hit exuotly at li-hous,
: 6!50. Band C's boats had fallen a 1ittle behind, lnuo!'od down ‘hn mirutes later, As the
n-pl dropped, the men jumped out yoning 1ike Indians; pome, ctnyixl‘ the Indian act all
,'ny. bad fuses mmeared with ’lint and hdr eut liice JHohawk vnrrior-. The msseult companjes

9
: ltruu,lod"throuox the 200 ylrdl R . EVBW bnch, nvhu riflos and sho




en the water, u-, ﬁuhu that, to lqlmly lnnuhihh us n th. beash, They hl -h
ohbonu mptnum hr rouivin‘ us, They had mined the \n.tor.

1n. hobnohnliobohuvilyomudbyﬁnﬁnof-nhlnimlulab'l. Thobulkof

soant; {hare hing five in the two-mile streteh taken by the siseult battalicns of Ahe Mn
':""Divhlon. (800 map of the landing beash.) Tho strongpoints eontained both 'sonerete pumm-
ua Opett- emplasements, with mashine guns,. AT and AA guns, 85's and other weapens, protested lv
“trenches, minefields and barbed vire.n . : : "

b
""?(nuy were supported by artillery and screaming mimis from many inland positions; pre- ‘;;.;_

pu-od artillery consentrations eovered the water's odge, the beaches and the area just bohiﬂ

tho dunes. Parther north were large f'ort- with 150 mm, md 210 m, guns eapable ef firing
far ot to sea.
As an additiomal prouu‘uen, to make sure of holding us on the beaech until they oouu
.vipo us ocut, the Hoinin had ereated a big swamp just in from tho -horo. By damming the lm'
age ditehes in ﬂuVoountry, they had flooded an area one to hfo -uo- wide down the whole
length of the scast. There were bub few roads moross thh noodod area, by defending the
.@xi%a of vhish the enemy expested to hem us in on the beash and -hum,.ru-unu
The Allied Oommand understood this seheme of the Heinies nnl%ﬂu play to beat it,

- @ 101st Airborne Division luuo( before daylight and seismed ".ho sxits of the causevay en the [
umu side’of the wwamp, The &2nd Airborne Division landed farther west and 1ok the tova
:r»r Bte. Here Iglise vhien eomtrolled: the madn roeds leading m;-a the landing beash, whish .’

“hrew a Vrensh inte the movement of German reinforsements.

lv the time the 4th Division NRESF%T'E Drribly confused. Units had xm'f‘-




et

now all dly what was mpp.nm;. The bmh mrim in fromt oz‘,un lamlin‘ ey m.uq

Tas ept that they were cut ofe from the land ond A"uckod‘ ,fre-' '
¢ bombardment, they had no time to rnovor thdr senul >

ong line of ho-l!.n; soldiers coming up out or the soa, Soﬁ o!' ;.ho ltrongpoint- never m

& ehance to fire. _ Soms muchine gune and & oouple of B&'n ﬁ.r-i on tho first wave eronlh:‘
‘the beash, bui were scon knocked cut,  The doodlebugs wers never. lnm;hod: they stayed in &
‘thair holes until our ergineers renoved them, Everything was naving too fa .

% the beach didn't have the guts to Aake 1t all,

N
= An ti:’. vast w&rk of the Atlantie Wall, which toe aiim.- had been l:ulid.l:z-:é\fcr K

"years, lasted hirdly two hours. Before 9100 tho lst and 2nd Battalions 8th Int\ntry had de-
streysd all restatance on'a two-nile siretch of the boach, . By thut tirs, the 3ré Dattalion
of the 5th, as well as the 3rd Battalion 22nd and the 70th Tank Battalion, had landed, C? 8 E
. .lnc the tanks crossed the fiooded &rea on three rouds and drove to the Nest, sleghing throu;h-
; the scattered and unorganized enemy resistence, At ihe saxe time tho 3rd Battalion &nd :
began en attack northward along the coast, knocking out pilltoxes one by one,

. Vhen the other two battalions of the 22nd landed they had to wade two miles moross the
Swamp bmuu the roads woro Jurmed vith\qthu- traffic. The water, wuiat deap 1A 108t plm ';
f\rn full of holes ang ditahu vhere uen disappoared over their heads, The omnv on both A
: sides kept firing maghine Zune urou the wvater, It was a slow diffiuls march, taking all »

(fternoons bt when it vas coupleved, the let and 2nd Battalions 22nd eontimied to advanse
nertmard unt1l dark,
0T 12 landed in the afternoon and moved at once into line _b{juwn the 8%h and 22nd,

¥hile the eonbat elemernts were pushing inland the h‘ou of the divisien and atteched
* 4r00ps were steadily landing, Wave after vave the small boata, lm"- and LST's hit the benh
. with the regularity of breakers., The Jermans, pnrtially recovaring in the late morning ﬂ'm !
"uuu- ‘sonfusion, began to ahell the bouh. rur the rm. 4 of the day, that beach was ihe- hcm-

thq -uuo lnd later waves, ﬂn




un.. Mutﬂnr-iulw shalls dolwthohndlng. mmmmu 7
I )oummmlmrﬁunwom(w).'
:mm;u-bmhuxm. or & ' ',n
i Yhem the score was omututmcxt,uahshmuuonumu-huumkuct V
-hu inland, which vith the points mupm by, the 10lst and aau Adrborne Divisions, gave
mt!oml poverful position for further operations, All ﬂuo-h\ oll-nh tfth.Mvu-_
” ten, mptuuzou:uon Artillery ? , were ashore, Lnudtuon\on‘tm#ml
troon. Many supporting elements of the airborne uuum also hnau over the Mh Divisi
beash, On this dv the Ath munmny ucuplhhod one ofthe -o-t !.-pcrtun nissiens uu
' n-im a U,8, divisien, . o - : :

Tvo other Allied beashheads vere established -mnmuy. east of the vII Oorps. The
A-m.nvoom (mmzmmmzm) landed near 7 Baywux andthe British near Gaen. n-'
nuu. realised the terrible danger to them of the Allled landings. Hitler fesued orders u-.t’.
m % Runstedt and Roomel that the bmhhoul- mist be lnnnhihtd Dot later than that
ltdxt.' Even Biuor never lpoh exptier words than thou. The German commanders knew tblt *
u.h a thing vas nttuly impossible. They had a somewhat more practieal plan, If they ml{
dolqy us long onough\

con.cn)quunmu.mm\umum
The way this would )auvorhdcnthov‘ncorp _beaghhead. unboncnonihonp.

y = %

*0ffieial jourmal German Beventh Army,




