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IMMEDIATE RELEASE October 16, 1958

James C, Hagerty, Press Secretary to the President

THE WHITE HOUSE
#

To assist him in determining the most desirable modification
of the United States Flag in connection with the forthcoming admission of ..
the new State of Alaska, the President has asked the Secretaries of State, v~/ /47 )
Defense and the Treasury and the Chairman of the Commission of Fine
Arts to join informally in recommending to him a proposed new design v/ /O2-(73

for the Flag,

In accordance with #i{e request, a preliminary meeting was held
this morning in the White House at which the past history of the changes in
the Flag was discussed, as were various alternative suggestions for the
current modification, submitted by the public as well as appropriate
executive agencies, Over 1900 suggestions have been received from in-
terested citizens,

It is anticipated that this informal group will submit a recommen-
dation to the President within the next few weeks, following which he will
issue an Executive Order designating the new design of the Flag, This
procedure is in accordance with existing law and past precedents, Public
Law 279 - 80th Congress provides that the new design shall take effect on
the fourth day of July following the admission of a new state to the Union,

Hit####
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3611 Lowell Street Northwest
Washington, D. C.

June 8, 1953

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

1. In compliance with your personal request the following data
are submitted showing that the arrangement of the stars in the United
States flag has always been a function of the Executive branch of the
government,

2. The arrangement or position of the stars is not specified in
any of the three laws passed on the design of the flag; nor in the codi-
fication of the law on the flag enacted by the 80th Congress. This
detail has always been left to the Executive branch of the government.
(Copies of the laws are attached, Exhibits A, B, C, D.)

Adding 2 Stars in 1912

3. When 2 additional stars were required in 1912 to represent
New Mexico and Arizona, the Navy Department wrote the War Depart-
ment suggesting that a joint board of Army and Navy officers consider
and recommend the position of the stars in the field. There are enclosed
two photostats which I procured from the National Archives showing the
letter from the Joint Board signed by Admiral George Dewey, recom-
mending the position of the stars and the signature of the President
approving the recommendation (Exhibit E). I note that the date of the
President‘s approval was filled in by hand when he signed it on the
day Arizona was admitted, the arrangement of the stars having been
decided upon previously.

The other photostat is the letter from the Secretary to the
President to the Acting Secretary of the Navy, transmitting the above
approval of the President (Exhibit F),
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4. Following this approval by the President, a formal Executive
Order was issued on June 24, 1912, and a slight revision to cover small
boat flags was issued in Executive Order No. 1637 of October 29, 1912.
In this order the President referred to the law of 1818 (Exhibit C) that
established the flag. He directed the Navy Department to furnish blue-
prints of the arrangement of the stars to other departments. It is
important to note that this executive order provided that ‘*All national
flags and union jacks now on hand for which contracts have been awarded
shall be continued in use until unserviceable.** Upon inquiring recently
at the departments [ was informed that there are on hand now flags
valued as follows:

Navy, the largest user of flags and union jacks, $1,477,841.70.

Quartermaster General‘'s purchases for Army and Air Force,
$1,257,117.40. This large amount in the hands of the Quartermaster
General is due to the extensive purchases during World War II. In
addition there are lesser amounts held in stock by Coast Guard, Ma-
rine Corps, and the General Services Administration.

How 1 star was added in 1908

5. Oklahoma was admitted on November 16, 1907. In this-case
the arrangement of the stars was decided without presidential ex-
ecutive order. The Navy Department wrote the War Department
suggesting that officers of the Army and Navy meet to recommend
a design. The board met and recommended a design which had been
submitted by the Navy. The report signed by Admiral Dewey as senior
member of the board is attached (Exhibits G & H).

The War and Navy Departments made their flags in accordance
with this design’ and other departments folilowed this without Executive
Order.

Prior to these last two changes in the flag, the services arranged
the stars without executive order or legislat ion, but followed the gen-
eral basic law of 1818 (Exhibit C), which required the addition of a star
on the 4th of July next succeeding admission of a new State.
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Sometimes the Army arranged the correct number of stars to
form one great star; and for a considerable period, nearly up to the
Mexican War, and on a few flags in that war, they carried in the canton
an eagle surrounded by the correct number of stars. They also used the
horizontal row arrangement of the stars that was generally used in the
Navy. But the arrangement was never prescribed by legislat ion.

7. On March 11, 1953, a Concurrent Resolution (Exhibit I), was in-
troduced in the House of Representatives, as H. Con. Res. 78 by Mrs.
Frances P. Bolton (Ohio), providing for a joint congressional committee
to design the flag whenever the 49th state is admitted. It was referred
to the Committee on Rules.

8. On March 31, 1953, Mr. Price introduced a Bill, H. R. 4359,
in the House to provide by law certain duties for the Quartermaster
General (Exhibit J). Among other tjl!ngs it gives to the Quartermaster
General the design of the National flag. All three of the armed services
are so greatly interested sentimentally and patriotically in the flag that
they would not surrender willingly this important and pleasant duty to the
Quartermaster General.

9. Following former custom when new stars were to be added
to the flag, the Secretary of the Navy, on April 16, 1953, wrote to the
Secretary of the Army and the Secretary of the Air Force suggesting
that the three armed services form a board to recommend the arrange-
ment of the stars in the flag and in the union jack. The Secretary of the
Army, I believe, did not favor having a board because of the existence
of the Bolton resolution.

10.If I may suggest, a board of Army, Navy, and Air Force officers
should consider designs and recommend one or more for the President's
approval, as was done in previous cases, in ample time prior to the ad-
mission of a new state, and before persons not charged with that duty
concern themselves unnecessarily.



Document 1
p 4/4

11. There are many possible arrangements of 49 stars and of
50 stars. Some are shown on drawings enclosed herewith.

Very sincerely,

y ¢ &/W
Wm. Rea Furlong

Rear Admiral, U, S. Navy (Ret.)

P.S;

[ have often thought of your very deep concern over the course
to take in Korea. Although as Commander in Chief of the Military
Order of World Wars I immediately wrote to Mr. Truman giving the
Order‘s endorsement of his going promptly to the support of the U, N.
in Korea, I later came to the conclusion that for very many reasons,
all of which are well known to you, it was time for us to draw out,
particularly with reluctant allies. Your letter to Syngman Rhee as
quoted in today's press is most heartening.

WRF:lms
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PTC/1AMZab

July 1k, 1953
PERSOMAL

Dear Admiral Furlong:

Following the receipt of the very interesting material you
sent me, I have given some thought to your suggestions
concerning the design of the flag of the United States when
the mumber of “tates in the Union is increased.

Althougch some of the urgency has been removed by virtue of
the imminent recess of Congress, I believe the Administration
should continue to develop an a&ppropriate manner for redesign-
ing the flag. A specific suggestion, in addition to yours,
has been made that a committee be appointed, composed of four
Members of Congress, three representatives of the Armed Serv-
jices, and one representative each from the Department of State,
the Interior Department, and the Commission of Fine Arts, This
would at first glance seem desirable far it would preserve the
traditional interest of the Armed Services as well as provide
a voice for the many other groups of Americans who are deeply
interested,

I greatly appreciate the interest you have taken and particu-
larly your helpfulness in collecting this material.

With warm regard,

Sincerely,

DWIGHT D. EISENHOSER
hAdmiral William Rea 2”"<urlon(, USN (Ret.)

3611 Lowell Street, H. W.
wWashington, D, C.
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[Chesls? by Kardes

HECE v
ﬂ/]/q/‘) -8 ‘ED

Dear Governor Tawes:

Thaok you for your receat letter suggesting the lesuance
of a proclamation authoriging the new flag to be raised

at Fort McHeary at 12:01 A, M. on Saturday, July 4, 1959.
I applaud your keen interest in our new flag.

While the Secretary of the lnterior has authority uader
axisting laws, Proclamations and Executive Orders to
accomplish what you suggest, I have writtea him and
specifically requested that he exercise this authority and
raise the new flag over Fort McHeury at 12:01 A. M, on
Saturday, July 4,1959. This will serve to commemorate
further the splendid tradition of the Stars and Stripes at
Fort McHeary. A copy of my letter to the Secretary of
the Interior is enclosed for your information.

I appreciated your writiag me.
Sincerely,

DWiGH T U, LoLnaud

X
The Honorable J. Millard Tawes
Governor of Maryland
Annapolis, xo¥/47-A 4
Marylaad A OP T = TRt
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
WASHINGTON 25 D C

SEP 15 1958

IN REPLY REFER TO:

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE yo/= ,3

SUBJECT: Flag of the United States, Modification of

With the enactment of Public Law 85-508 (72 Stat. 339), and the
succeeding publicity concerning the addition of a state to the union
and a star to the Flag of the United States at the time Alaska becomes
a state, the Department of the Army has received many inquiries con-
cerning the arrangement of the 49 stars.

Within the past twelve years, suggestions of over seven hundred
individuals have been forwarded to The Quartermaster General, Depart-
ment of the Army. Many were forwarded from The White House, the
Executive Departments, and Members of Congress. The suggestions have
been acknowledged 'With a statement that they would be considered
should the Department of the Army be requested to prepare designs.

Public Law 85-263, approved 2 September 1957, gave specific statu-
tory authority for the Secretary of the Army to provide heraldic services
to the military departments and other government agencies upon request.
Heraldic services have been rendered to almost all of the executive depart-
ments (particularly in the design and developnent of departmental seals
and flags) and to the legislative and judiciary branches of the government.

In 1949 when there was discussion of Hawaii becoming a state, a
comprehensive study of the evolution of the flag design and appropriate
arrangement of stars, should another state be admitted to the union, was
begun by the Office of The Quartermaster General. Two designs each, of
49 and 50 star flags are inclosed for whatever action you deem appropriate.
Although these designs were made prior to receipt of most of the suggested
designs, all suggestions have been carefully evaluated. The four inclosed
designs are considered the most feasible method of changing the arrangé&-
ment of the stars. Design A is recommended for adoption for a 49 star
flag and Design C for a 50 star flag.

- s

4 Incls i Hugh M. Milton II
Designs A, B, C & D ggpusivss B “ﬁ"? :.lzcting Secretary of the Army

nLeICE OF
p \e 1t 2 W .29
BEV{iAEC

B4
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM OF CONFERENCE WITH THE PRESIDENT

Cabinet Room, November 19, 1958

Attending: The President, Secretaries McElroy and Anderson, Under
Secretary Herter, Mr. David Finley, Mr. Merriam, Mr.
Hagerty, group of QMC officers, Major John Eisenhower.

Colonel J. D. Martz, QMC, made a fifteen minute presentation on the
design of the flag in past years. This brought out that uniformity of de-
sign did not exist up until the 20th century. In the early 19th century
President Monroe ordered a uniform design for the military services
but civilian flags continued to feature alternative designs.

The presentatior; also revealed that the stars have been arranged in many
different patterns but that the most common patterns were (1) a regular
arrangement of stars in horizontal and vertical rows whenever this was
arithmetically possible, and (2) arrangement in staggered rows.

Following the presentation, the President indicated his preference for

a new design of 7 rows of 7 stars each in a staggered arrangement. He
stated that this arrangement was more flexible and would allow greater
uniformity and continuity through the years, since the alternative of
horizontal and vertical rows could be used only occasionally when the
mathematics permitted. He wished to give the general impression
throughout the world of the greatest possible uniformity in our flag from
now on.

Mr. Finley had a personal preference for the non-staggered design but
thought both possibilities were very handsome, and he emphasized as
most important the need for maintaining the relative size of the blue
field. Mr. Herter stated Secretary Dulles' acceptance of either design
so long as there would be 7 rows of 7 stars, staggered or not staggered.
Secretary Anderson and Secretary McElroy both liked the staggered ar-
rangement because it would allow a 50th star to be added with a minimum
of change. The President indicated that he preferred the staggered
arrangement even without taking into consideration the prospect of addi-
tional stars in the future, for straight rows horizontally and vertically
seemed too stiff. ‘
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Conference with the President, 11/19/58 -- page 2

The President inquired as to whether the QMC experts in design and
heraldry had any strong opinions and was assured that they did not --
that it was primarily a matter of personal preference.

The President wanted publication of the decision in this matter to

take place as soon as possible. Mr. Merriam pointed out that an
Executive Order could not be issued until after the President's
proclamation of Alaska as a State, which would be sometime after
November 25th. Mr. Hagerty suggested that it be announced informally
in the very near future, but the President wanted the first announce-

ment to be by Executive Order so as to obviate agitation for reconsideration
and revision.

The President directed that announcement of the design should be ac-
companied by a statement setting forth the procedures and considerations
involved in reaching the decision.

Lmnich, JX%
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UNITED STATES T

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR B
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY o Jdm28 93

=Ty WASHINGTON 25, D. C. g

Dear Mr. President:

As you directed in your letter of April 26, I will personally
raise the first official 50-star flag over Fort McHenry on
July 4.

Enclosed is the official invitation to attend the ceremonies,
which begin at 10:45 p.m., July 3. The 50~star flag will be
raised at one minute after midnight. We would, of course,
be greatly honored if you should find it possible to attend.

Sincerely,

Secretary % the
The President
The White House
Washington 25, D. C.

Enclosure

w28 19 UL
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The ésczatazy of the Onterion

uc]uuta the honor of your pussnas
at the ceremony attsru{ing

The Finst O/}[icia[ cﬁaiu’ng 0/[
the 50-Star 7[419 0/[
the United States of qus'u'ca

at 10:45 o’clock on the evening of
c?unc[ay, gu[y t/iézc{, nineteen hundied and u’xty

at Font dl/(ca'-/znzy
National d”onument and o’ﬁ'ato'u:a Shrine
Ba[timow, d”a'zy[anc{
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JAMES C, HAGERTY!'S
NEWS CONFERENCE
DECEMBER 30, 1958
3:58 Pi'M,, E,S,T.

TUESDAY
GETTYSBURG, PA,

MR, HAGERTY: The President will sign the Alaska Statehood
Proclamation, and will issue the Executive Order on the designation of the
new Flag at ceremonies in the White House, Saturday at Noon,

He would expect, weather permitting, to 'copter down and then come
back for the rest of the week=end, Now whether that would mean return early
Monday morning or whether he will go back Sunday night, I just don't know.

Q: Down and back the same day, though?

MR, HAGERTY: Yes.

The President has extended invitations to the following to attend the
ceremonies: The Vice President, and the Speaker of the House, As you might
know, those are the two constitutional officers bf the Congress, The Secretary
of the Interior; The Acting Governor of Alaska, Mr, Waino E, Hendrickson;
the Chairman of the Alaska Statehood Committee, Mr, Robert B, Atwood; the
last Presidentially appointed Governor of Alaska, Michael A, Stepovich; the
two Senators=-elect from the new State, Ernest Gruening and E, L, Bartlett,
Mr. Bartlett, as you probably remember, was the Alaskan Delegate at the
last Congress; also the Congressman=-elect, Mr, Ralph J, Rivers and the
Governor-elect Mr, William A, Egan, Those telegrams extending the invita=-
tion to these individuals from the President went out today., I am quite sure
they have received them by now,

Q: Do you have any preliminary indication of whether they will be down
or whether they may be having some ceremonies up there too?

MR, HAGERTY: I would think they would be down,

Q: They may have something going on at Juneau, I don't know, Burn
the state house down,

MR, HAGERTY: We haven't received any word from them yet because
the telegrams just went out today,

That!s all I have this afternoon, unless you have some questions.

Q: Jim, what will this ceremony consist of, these people just go in the
President's office or the Cabinet room ===

MR, HAGERTY: We haven't decided quite where we will have it, I
would think either the President!s office or more probably the Cabinet Room
so that we can get more of you people in, and the photographic services, in
the Cabinet Room than you can in the President's office,

Q: Will the President have a statement ?

MR, HAGERTY: Well, if he did it would be a very short ceremony, I
don't expect that it would be any elaborate ceremony at all,

Q: Alaska becomes a State the minute the Proclamation becomes legal ===
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MR, HAGERTY: I think I am right on this, Larry, I think that the
signing of the Proclamation makes Alaska a State legally, Under the
Executive Order, the Flag, however, does not become a new Flag with
49 stars == does not become effective until July fourth,

Q: Mr, Secretary, how will the release of the Flag design be
handled? Do you have any idea yet on the mechanics of it?

MR, HAGERTY: Yes, we will have black and white photos and color
photos, and I wouldn't be surprised if there would be a new Flag in the

office or wherever the ceremony will be held.

Q: This color photo of the Flag, do you know what form that will be in,
whether a print or transparency or what?

MR, HAGERTY: I will find out that, Bill, Which way do you want it?

Q: We would like it in separation prints == black and white separation
prints for transmission on the wire, but that involves a technical problem.

MR, HAGERTY: Well now, you certainly do not want the government to
make the prints for you? (Laughter) e

Q: We would be happy to do it if we could get enough time,

N3 2~
MR, HAGERTY: Again, gentlemen, as you know, we have a problem on
that. It will not be made public until Noon, on Saturday,

Q: Can you say what time the President will leave here Saturday?

MR, HAGERTY: I don't know yet, But weather permitting, he expects
to 'copter down,

Q: Will there be any hold for release on this Flag picture?
MR, HAGERTY: No. When we give it out,

Q: Not until the minute that the Proclamation ===

MR, HAGERTY: That's right, we will give it out at Noon, flat,
Q: Any sound by the President ?

MR, HAGERTY: I will have to let you know on that a little later, We
haven't got that part quite worked out uet, but I will let you know.

Q: Mr, Secretary, has the President received his usual New Year!'s
greeting from Nikita Khrushchev by Western Union? (Laughter)

MR. HAGERTY: Not to my knowledge, and I am sure that I would know
it if it came iny, Frank, No, I haven't seen any,

Q: Jim, precisely is it a Statehood declaration == what are the words ==
Statehood Declaration =e==-

MR, HAGERTY: Statehood Proclamation, and an Executive Order designating
a new Flag,

Q: And the Statehood Proclamation follows upon receipt ===
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MR, HAGERTY: The Statehood Proclamation is issued upon receipt
or certification of the elections, which we now have,

Q: And who certifies mm=
MR, HAGERTY: I assume it would be the Acting Governor on that,

Q: How does the White House feel about a group of liberal Republicans
selecting John Sherman Cooper to oppose Dirksen for the Senate Leadership ===

MR, HAGERTY: I haven't any comment,

Q: In connection with this scientific report out today, the President last
week, again for Sunday release, approved a new Federal Council for Technology.
Our education department wants to know whether there is any recommendation
for another White House ?? or a White House coordinating committee in this
report today (? ?). Now will this council the President ordered established take
up where this committee ended? (?7? ??)

Q: It could, Yes, —

Q: It could?

MR, HAGERTY: Yes,

Q: Do you expect it will?

MR, HAGERTY: Once the Council is established,

Q: You said awhile ago you wouldn't be surprised if there was a new
Flag at the ceremony Saturday, Could you make that flatter?

MR, HAGERTY: All right, if you want me to make it a flatter statement,
yes, there will be a new Flag at the ceremony on Saturday.,

Q: Made by the Army Quartermaster ?

MR, HAGERTY: There will be one made up.
Q: Betsy Ross.

Q: Woudln't thet be where they would make it?
Q: Call up Betsy.

MR. HAGERTY: We have to guard the story closely. There's a very
obvious reason why we do.

Q: Yes,

Q: Jim, any more idea than before on whether the President might visit
Alaska next year?

MR, HAGERTY: No, I havenk,

Q: Is there any idea of dramatizing the new Flag, like having it unveiled
at a certain time or ===

MR, HAGERTY: Why don' you let us wait for some of that, for some
of the ceremony we might want to put on?

Q: That's a good story,

MR, HAGERTY: It will be a better story when it happens.
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Q: I won't be there,

MR, HAGERTY: Who?

Q: I won't, (Laughter)

MR, HAGERTY? That's just too bad,

Now tomorrow the photographers are going to get a working shot on the
front porch of the President with Mr, Persons and Mr, Moos, You designate
2 man to represent you, and I will take one man out, That is up to you people,
if you want to,

Q: What time is this going to be?

MR, HAGERTY: Be at the front gate at 8:30, I will see you at 10:30
tomorrow morning, but it will depend upon how long this work tomorrow morning
goes on,

Q: What has the President been doing since we saw you last?

MR, HAGERTY: It has been a very nice day. He has been out around
the farm and in the fields, with David,

Q: Any hunting?

MR, HAGERTY: No,

Q: Riding?

MR, HAGERTY: Riding around and walking around,
Q: Rather muddy out there,

Q: Any rabbit hunting ?

MR, HAGERTY: No., Okay?

And let's do one other thing, See you tomorrow at 10:30 if possible,
but at the latest at Noon, and then put a lid on.

Q: Fine,

Q: Thank you.

END
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IMMEDIATE RELEASE January 3, 1959

James C, Hagerty, Press Secretary to the President

THE WHITE HOUSE

EXECUTIVE ORDER

7 (778

FLAG CF THE UNITED STATES

VWVHEREAS the State of Alaska has this day been admitted to
the Union; and

WHEREAS chapter 1 of title 4 of the United States Code provides
that a star shall be added to the union of the flag of the United States upon
the admission of a new State into the Union and provides that that addition
to the flag shall take effect on the fourth day of July then next succeeding
the admission of that State; and

WHEREAS the interests of the Government require that orderly
and reasonable provision be made for certain features of the flag:

NOW, THEREFORE, under and by virtue of the authority vested
in me as President of the United States and as Commander-in-Chief of
the armed forces of the United States, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1, Proportions, National flags and union jacks for all
departments and other agencies of the executive branch of the Government
(hereinafter referred to as executive agencies) shall conform to the
following proportions:

Hoist (width) of flag =--~ 1

Fly (length) of flag -=-== 1,9

Hoist (width) of union ---- 0,5385 (7/13)

Fly (length) of union =--- 0,76

Width of each stripe =---- 0,0759 (1/13)
Such further proportions as are set forth
on the attachment hereto, That attachment

is hereby made a part of this order,

more
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Section 2. Sizes. (a) Flags manufactured or purchased for
executive agencies shall be limited to those having hoists as follows:

(1) ~ecccccccccanacacaas - 20 feet
(2) --cmcccceccccmcaccaan 19 feet
(3) -ccemccmmcccccaccancaa 14, 35 feet
(4) ~c-cccccccccocccnanca 12,19 feet
(5) =-mcmmcccmmcemeeeeas 10 feet
(6) c-comccace-a wm——————— 8.94 feet
e — ————eeee 5.14 feet
(8) =~-vmcmmcemcccemanes 5 feet
(9) =;cccmccccmaccccacane- 3.52 feet
(10) --cmcmcccmccceccmeees 2.90 feet
(11) cccecmcmmcmccccmaeaae 2,37 feet
(12) -cccccecccccmacccncaa 1.31 feet

(b) Union jacks manufactured or purchased for executive
agencies shall be limited to those the hoists of which correspond to
the hoists of the unions of flags of sizes herein authorized. The size
of the union jack flown with the national flag shall be the same as the
size of the union of that national flag.

Section 3. Position of stars. The position of each star of the
union of the flag, and of the union jack, shall be as indicated on the
attachment hereto.

Section 4. Public inquiries. Interested persons may direct
inquiries concerning this order to the Quartermaster General of the
Army. Inquiries relating to the procurement of national flags by
executive agencies other than the Department of Defense may be
directed to the General Services Administration.

Section 5. Applicability; prior flag and jack. (a) All national
flags and union jacks manufactured or purchased for the use of executive
agencies after the date of this order shall conform strictly to the provisions
of sections 1 to 3, inclusive, of this order.

(b) The colors carried by troops, and camp colors; shall
be of the sizes prescribed by the Secretary of Defense for the armed
forces of the United States and the sizes of those colors shall not be
subject to the provisions of this order.

(c) Subject to such limited exceptions as the Secretary of
Defense, in respect of the Department of Defense, and the Adiministrator
of General Services, in respect of executive agencies other than the
Department of Defense, may approve, all national flags and union jacks
now in the possession of executive agencies, or hereafter acquired, under
contiracts awarded prior to the date of this order, by executive agencies,
including those so possessed or so acquired by the General Services
Administration for distribution to other executive agencies, shall be
utilized until unserviceable,

more
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Section 6, The flag prescribed by this order shall become the
official flag under chapter 1 of title 4 of the United States Code as of
July 4, 1959,

Section 7. Revocation. Executive Order No. 2390 of May 29,
1916, is hereby revoked.
Section 8, This order shall be published in the Federal Register.

DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER

THE WHITE HOUSE,

January 3, 1959.

## 4 # A
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NEWS CONFERENCE

IN GETTYSBURG, PA.
WITH JAMES C. HAGERTY
JANUARY 3, 1959
& ’;J P. M, == 3,50 -- E.S.T.
/ SATURDAY

MR. HAGERTY: The President expedsx to return to Washington
later tomorrow afternoon, by car.

On the meeting on Monday, which is at nine ofclock, the fol=-
lowing will be in attendance. In addition to the President, the Vice
President -- on the Senate side, Bridges, Dirksen, Fulbright, Green,
Haydn, Hickenlooper, Jennings, Johnson, Mansfield, Russell, SaltonsZtall
and Wiley.

On the House side: Albert, of Oklahoma; Leo Allen, of
Illinois; Les Arends, of Illinoisj; Frances Bolton, of Ohioj Cannen, of
Missouri; Carnahan, of Missouri; Chiperfield, of Illinois; Halleck, of
Indiana; Martin, of Mass.; McCormack, of Mass.; Morgan, of Penna.;

Rayburn, of Texas; Taber, of New York; Vinson, Georgia. That's all I have

got.

Qs Is Bolton, what?

Q. 277

MR. HAGERTY:Yes, I know Dulles will be there. I don't know who
else.

Q. Is Bolton what, foreign?

MR. HAGERTY: I don*t know.

Q. About the flag, ===

MR. HAGERTY: I don't expect to see you tomorrow. As a matter of
fact, I am going down first thing in the morning.

Q. === was there any last-minute change in the cholce of the
design for it?

MR. HAGERTY: No. Who said there was?

Qe I am just asking ===

MR. HAGERTY:It was a decision made by the Prdsident.

Q. Was there any other design that he would have preferred?

MR. HAGERTY: Yes, there was one he liked equally as well,
and that was one with the five and six staggered, ¥mt as he said down there

today at the ceremony. But there was a flag manufactueer that had been
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advertising that design for the last two weeks -~ two months in his
letterhead, and so on, and so we just, when we found that out, after

an investigation, we had to drop that. And then the President went into
the one that he picked. But he thought well of the other one, although it
ther® was not any choice as such. But it was under serious consideration
until investigation turned up the advertisement by a flag manufacturer.

Qe Did you put thig out down there?

A ™

MR. HAGERTY: I told some of them that, [ 9

Q. When was this discovered? &KQQL;

MR. HAGERTY: Oh, a little while ago. I don't know exactly what
the date -~ little while ago. As a matter of faet, if you get the Baltimore
Sun for the day before yesterday, there was a model ?? by this flag
manufacturer on the front page, with a photo.

Qs You mean, saying this is going to be it?

MR. HAGERTY: No, but ===

Qe There were two of them there ===

Qs Was that the picture where there were two displayed,
it might be one of these?

Q. Yes,

Qe Of those two that were displayed, was the one that was
chosen eitherone of them?

MR. HAGERTY: No, but it had something to do with the decision,
but the indentations in the Flag is what the President liked in the field,
rather than the flush., And it was a question of choosing, and he chose
the one we announced.

Qe Jim, do you anticipate/having something to say later tonight
any possibillty of

more than what you said in Washington about the Russian ===

MR. HAGERTY: No, I donot think so, other than the statement
the President made and I put out this morning, there would be no other.

Q. Any possibility of church tomorrow?

MR. HAGERTY: I don't know. I haven't heard.

Q. Are there any friends arrived out there?

MR. HAGERTY: No. John andBarbara and the kids, and they will
all go back tomorrow.

Qs Will there be any more conferences with anybody with the
President before this thing on Monday? I mean, briefings, or latest
details of XHXEFREIBE international xp -~ Berlin, and so on and so forth?
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MR. HAGERTY: I don't know what you mean by that, Bill. The
President gets reports every day === A T
Qe Just be normal then? \ ‘

MR. HAGERTY: He gets them every day.

Q. He isn't going to do any more =-- the set-up on this
thing, that is what I am trying to get at.

MR. HAGERTY: That was discussed with the staff and the
President this morning.

Qe This mening.

Q. What you told them this morning about the flag, did you
say all that in Washington earlier today?

MR. HAGERTY: Yes, but I am not so sure who I said it to.
I didn't hold any formal press conference as such. It was after the
ceremony broke up and the President himself said that he liked another
design equally as well, and he told Mr. Hackwood (??) that, and some of
the others, after the ceremony broke up. Then some of the newspaper men
came to me, and said do you know any of these other designs, and I said Yes
I doo I told them that. That was a sort of catch-as-catch-can in the lobby,
but the vwire men were there. I don't know whoelse was there. Okay?

END
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Artist conception of Bombardment of Fort McHenry, September 13-14, 1814

FOR FLAG AND COUNTRY

Fort McHenry National Monument and Historic Shrine is unique
among the areas administered within the National Park System
because of its close identification with the flag of the United States
of America.

Here, it was a glimpse of the American flag waving defiantly
over the ramparts of this fort at the end of a 25 hour bombardment
by a British fleet that inspired Francis Scott Key to compose our
national anthem. The significance of this event received national
recognition March 3, 1925 when Fort McHenry was set aside by
Act of Congress as a ‘“perpetual national memorial shrine as the
birthplace of the immortal ‘Star-Spangled Banner.””

It is because of Fort McHenry’s special meaning in American
history and as evidence of regard for the new State of Alaska that
Fort McHenry was designated early this year by President Dwight
D. Eisenhower as the site first to raise America’s 49-star flag at
12:01 a.m. of July 4, 1959. This flag is being raised on a newly con-
structed replica of the 1814 flagpole from which the flag flew that
inspired the writing of “The Star-Spangled Banner.”
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FIRST OFFICIAL RAISING OF THE 49 - STAR
FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES AT FORT McHENRY

NATIONAL MONUMENT AND HISTORIC SHRINE

July 4, 1959

Conrad L. Wirth
Director of the National Park Service

Presiding

July 3, 1959—11:00 p.m.

Musical Selections ________________ The United States Marine Band
Lieutenant Colonel Albert Schoepper, Director, Conducting

Invocation by _____________________ Rev. R. Bruce Poynter, Pastor
North Avenue Methodist Church

Introduction of Distinguished Guests
Greetings by the Honorable J. Milliard Tawes, Governor of Maryland

Reenactment of the Bombardment
By United States Navy Vessels and units of the
United States Army Field Artillery

Address by the Honorable Fred A. Seaton, Secretary of the Interior

Presentation of Colors
Combined Services Color Guard

Benedietion: by coomwven e ool Rev. William M. J. Driscoll, S.J.

Director, Jesuit Seminary and Mission Bureau

July 4, 1959—12:01 a.m.

First Official Raising of the 49 -Star United States Flag by
Secretary Seaton at the Direction of the President of the United States

“The Star-Spangled Banner” by the United States Marine Band
Fireworks Display
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50-Star Flag

July 4, 1960

FORT McHENRY NATIONAL MONUMENT AND HISTORIC SHRINE
BALTIMORE 30, MARYLAND

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
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Artist conception of Bombardment of Fort McHenry, September 13-14, 1814

FOR FLAG AND COUNTRY

Fort McHenry National Monument and Historic Shrine is unique
among the areas administered within the National Park System
because of its close identification with the flag of the United States
of America.

Here, it was a glimpse of the American flag waving defiantly
over the ramparts of this fort at the end of a 25 hour bombardment
by a British fleet that inspired Francis Scott Key to compose our
national anthem. The significance of this event received national
recognition March 3, 1925 when Fort McHenry was set aside by
Act of Congress as a “perpetual national memorial shrine as the
birthplace of the immortal ‘Star-Spangled Banner.” ”

It is because of Fort McHenry’s special meaning in American
history and as evidence of regard for the new State of Hawaii that
Fort McHenry was designated this year by President Dwight D.
Eisenhower as the site first to raise America’s 50-star flag at 12:01
a.m. of July 4, 1960. Just as the first official raising of the 49-star
flag took place at Fort McHenry one year ago, the new flag is like-
wise to be raised on a replica of the 1814 flagstaff from which the
flag flew that inspired the writing of “The Star-Spangled Banner.”
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JULY 3-4, 1960

10:45 P. M.

Concert by United States Marine Band, LtCol. Albert Schoepper,
Director, Capt. James King, Assistant Director, concluding with “The
Pledge of Allegiance”, MSgt. Wm. Jones, Soloist.

Reenactment of the Bombardment by the United States Navy
Vessels and units of the United States Army Field Artillery.

Presentation of Colors to Stand______________ Boy Scouts of America
11:15 P. M,

Ronald F. Lee, Regional Director
National Park Service, Chairman

IRVOCETION i s s s The Right Reverend Edward Braham
Our Lady of Good Counsel Church

Introductions _______________ Chairman

GEEEEHIES. vunnuusmmmmnammmmsde Honorable J. Harold Grady
Mayor of Baltimore

ReRBPRE: oo o i Honorable J. Millard Tawes
Governor of Maryland

X0 (5 Do) R e R e P ) St Honorable Fred A. Seaton
Secretary of the Interior

Presentation of Colors________ Combined Services Color Guard

b TV T270 0 0o 3 1) ¢ R ORI Reverend William L. Andrews

Riverside Baptist Church

12:01 A. M.

FIRST OFFICIAL RAISING OF THE 50-STAR FLAG OF THE
UNITED STATES BY SECRETARY SEATON AT THE DIRECTION
OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.

“The Star-Spangled Banner” sung by the audience and led by Miss
Camille Elias, National Park Service.

Fireworks Display
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Fred A. Seaton, Sécretary
& /A. /

% 2 é"‘y

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Conrad L. Wirth, Director

Jc‘now&chmenb

Department of Defense State of Maryland

Boy Scouts of America City of Baltimore

Programs Courtesy of the Evelyn Hill Corporation

METROPOLITAN PRESS -:- TOWSON, MD.
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND

R ml.GLOC::'OLAwEs 12\ February 1959 THE WHITE HOUSE
Feg 13 9 20 gy 59
The Honorable Dwight D. Eisenhower RECEIVED

President of the United States
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

At dawn on July Fourth next, our flag, containing the
field of forty-nine stars, may be hoisted legally to its masthead.

During the night of September 12, 1814, Francis Scott
Key, a young attorney, watched the bombardment of Fort McHenry in
Baltimore harbor. As he stood on the deck of a British Man-of-War,
the first light of day revealed the Stars and Stripes flying triumphantly
over the Fort. Then it was that he penned the verses which were des-
tined to become our National Anthem.

By Act of Congress, the flag of our great Nation is auth-
orized to fly both day and night at this historic site.

XOR/E/~&

I trust that you will agree with me that it would be mosz
appropriate for you, as President of the United States and Commander-in-
Chief of the Armed Forces, to issue a proclamation authorizing the new
flag to be raised into position at Fort McHenry at one minute after twelve
on the morning of Saturday, July Fourth, Nineteen Hundred and Fifty-Nine.

The issuance of such a proclamation can, I believe, be well
justified by the nature of the historical background which I have outlined
briefly. I hope most sincerely that this request will be granted.

With kindest personal regards and every good wish, I am

Respectfully yours,

IMT/els 7 Governor
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IMMEDIATE RELEASE August 21, 1959

James C. Hagerty, Press Secretary to the President

THE WHITE HCUSE

EXECUTIVE CRDER

THE FLAG CF THE UNITED STATES

WHEREAS the State of Hawaii has this day been admitted into
the Union; and

WHEREAS section 2 of title 4 of the United States Code provides
as follows: '""On the admission of a new State into the Union one star shall
be added to the union of the flag; and such addition shall take effect on the

fourth day of July then next succeeding such admission.'; and

WHEREAS the Federal Property and Administrative Services Act
of 1949 (63 Stat. 377), as amended, authorizes the President to prescribe
policies and directives governing the procurement and utilization of property
by executive agencies; and

WHEREAS the interests of the Government require that orderly and
reasonable provision be made for various matters pertaining to the flag and
that appropriate regulations governing the procurement and utilization of
national flags and union jacks by executive agencies be prescribed:

NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in me as
President of the United States and as Commander in Chief of the armed
forces of the United States, and the Federal Property and Administrative
Services Act of 1949, as amended, it is hereby ordered as follows:

PART I. DESIGN OF THE FLAG

Section 1. The flag of the United States shall have thirteen
horizontal stripes, alternate red and white, and a union consisting of
white stars on a field of blue.

Section 2. The positions of the stars in the union of the flag and
in the union jack shall be as indicated on the attachment to this order,
which is hereby made a part of this order.

Section 3. The dimensions of the constituent parts of the flag shall

conform to the proportions set forth in the attachment referred to in section
2 of this order.

more
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PART II, REGULATIONS GOVERNING EXECUTIVE AGENCIES

Section 21, The following sizes of flags are authorized for
executive agencies:

Dimensions of flag

Size Hoist (width) ~ Fly (length)

(1) 20,00 ft, 38.00 ft,
(2) 10,00 ™ 19.00 "
(3) 8.95 " 17,00 "
(4) 7.00 " 11,00 "
(5) 5,00 " 9.30 "
(%) 4,33 " 5,50 "
(7) 3.50 " 6,65 "
(8) 3,00 " 4,00 "
(9) 3.00 " 5,70 "

(10) 2.37" 4,50 "

(11) 1,32 2,50 "

Section 22. Flags manufactured or purchased for the use of
executive agencies:

(2) Shall conform to the provisions of Part I of this order,
except as may be otherwise authorized pursuant to the provisions of
section 24, or except as otherwise authorized by the provisions of
section 21, of this order,

(b) Shall conform to the provisions of section 21 of this order,
except as may be otherwise authorized pursuant to the provisions of
section 24 of this order.

Section 23, The exterior dimensions of each union jack manu-
factured or purchased for executive agencies shall equal the respective
exterior dimensions of the union of a flag of a size authorized by or
pursuant to this order, The size of the union jack flown with the national
flag shall be the same as the size of the union of that national flag.

Section 24, (a) The Secretary of Defense in respect of
procurement for the Department of Defense (including military colors)
and the Administrator of General Services in respect of procurement for
executive agencies other than the Departme nt of Defense may, for cause
which the Secretary or the Administrator, as the case may be, deems
sufficient, make necessary minor adjustments in one or more of the
dimensions or proportionate dimensions prescribed by this order, or
authorize proportions or sizes other than those prescribed by section 3
or section 21 of this order,

(b) So far as practicable, (1) the actions of the Secretary of
Defense under the provisions of section 24(a) of this order, as they relate
to the various organizational elements of the Department of Defense,
shall be coordinated, and (2) the Secretary and the Administrator shall
mutually coordinate their actions under that section,

more
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Section 25. Subject to such limited exceptions as the Secretary
of Defense in respect of the Department of Defense, and the Administrator
of General Services in respect of executive agencies other than the
Depariment of Defense, may approve, all national flags and union jacks
now in the possession of executive agencies, or hereafter acquired by
executive agencies under contracts awarded prior to the date of this
order, including those so possessed or so acquired by the General
Services Administration for distribution to other agencies, shall be
utilized until unserviceable.

PART III. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section 31, The flag prescribed by Executive Order No. 10798
of January 3, 1959, shall be the official flag of the United States until
July 4, 1960, and on that date the flag prescribed by Part I of this order
shall become the official flag of the United States; but this section shall
neither derogate from section 24 or section 25 of this order nor »nrzclude
the procurement, for executive agencies, of flags provided for by or
pursuant to this order at any time after the date of this order.

Section 32, As used in this order, the term ''executive agencies"
means the executive departments and independent establishments in the
executive branch of the Government, including wholly-owned Government
corporations.

Section 33, Executive Order No. 10798 of January 3, 1959, is
hereby revoked.

DWIGHT D. EISENHCWER

THE WHITE HOUSE,

August 21, 1959,
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[Chesls? by Kardes

HECFI'/
Ly
ﬂ‘/]'q R~ 8 ED?
CENI‘Y«!‘ i .'\f:;

AV

March 4, 1959

Dear Governor Tawes:

Thaaok you for your recent letter suggesting the issuance
of a proclamation authorizing the new flag to be raised

at Fort McHenry at 12:01 A, M. on Saturday, July 4, 1959.
I applaud your keen interest in our new flag.

While the Secretary of the Interior has authority uader
axisting laws, Proclamations and Executive Orders to
accomplish what you suggest, I have writtea him and
specifically requested that he exercise this authority and
raise the new flag over Fort McHeury at 12:01 A. M, on
Saturday, July 4,1959. This will serve to commemorate
farther the splendid tradition of the Stars and Stripes at
Fort McHeary. A copy of my letter to the Secretary of
the Interior is enclosed for your information.

I appreciated your writing me.

Sincerely,

DWIGHT D, Lociaui

X
The Honorable J. Millard Tawes

Goveranor of Maryland
Annapolis, xpo #1947 A L
Marylaad XOF T 1ok t-g\h b
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86T Coneress | HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES el /3
1st Session -

DESIGN OF UNITED STATES FLAG

FeBrUARY 18, 1959.—Referred to the House Calendar and ordered to be printed

Mr. WiLnis, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the
following

REPORT

[To accompany H.R. 75)

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill
(H.R. 75) providing for the design of the flag of the United States,
having considered the same, report favorably thereon without amend-
ment and recommend that the bill do pass.

PURPOSE

The purpose of this bill is to clarify the law and procedure relating
to the design and dimensions of the U.S. flag. This bill is identical to
H.R. 13552 (85th Cong.) and similar to H.R. 13522 (85th Cong.),
sponsored by the then Delegate and now Senator from Alaska, Mr.
Bartlett.

It has three underlying purposes: (1) To eliminate a possible am-
biguity in the present law, which expressly provides that there ‘‘shall
be 48 stars’’ in the union of the flag; (2) give statutory recognition to
the recent action of President Eisenhower in Executive Order 10798,
January 3, 1959, proclaiming the design of the new flag reflecting the
admission of Alaska, and (3) its provisions are so drawn that it will
require no change if and when new States are admitted into the Union.

HISTORY OF LEGISLATION

This legislation passed the House on the Consent Calendar in the
2d session of the 85th Congress. It was referred to the Senate
Judiciary Committee, but it was then late in the session and that
committee took no action in the matter.

36766—590
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