
How a Bill Becomes a Law
Thank you for participating in IKEducation’s civics education lesson, How a Bill 
Becomes a Law. On the following pages are materials and resources to use with 
this online lesson. We hope you enjoy these resources! 

Class Materials 

Pages 1-4 will be used during the online session. Each student needs one copy of 
each page.  Pages can be printed back to back. 

Follow-Up Activity 

Pages 5-12 can be used for a classroom activity to reinforce the process of a bill 
becoming a law. Page 5 shows a suggested set-up for the activity. 

Pages 6-12 can be printed on card stock, cut out and glued or taped together to 
make dice. Put the dice in the places as indicated on the set-up page.  

Students can work in groups of 2-4 to come up with an idea for a bill and decide if 
it will begin in the House of Representatives or the Senate. Alternatively, the teacher 
can create the bills and where they will be introduced. Students could possibly 
draw their bill out of a “hat”. 

They will begin in either the H.R. Committee spot or the Senate Committee 
depending on the decision of the group or teacher. Each group will start in that 
spot and roll the dice to discover what the next step for their bill will be and then 
move to that spot and roll the dice again.  

If their bill dies, they can come up with another idea for a bill and try again!  

Having the students use the Travel Log helps them remember where they have 
been and what happened to their bill. 

This can be turned into a writing activity when they are finished.



Journey of a Bill Becoming a Law

House of  
Representatives Senate

The President

Committee 
The bill is sent to committee for study 
and discussion. The committee 
collects information, holds hearings, 
and suggests changes. If approved, 
the bill is sent to the full  House. If not 
approved, the bill dies.

Floor 
The bill is read and debated on the 
House floor. If approved the bill is 
sent to the Senate. If not approved, 
the bill dies.

Introduction 
The bill is introduced in the Senate 
and given a number and title.

Committee 
The bill is sent to committee for study 
and discussion. The committee 
collects information, holds hearings, 
and suggests changes. If approved, 
the bill is sent to the full  Senate. If not 
approved, the bill dies.

Floor 
The bill is read and debated on the 
Senate floor. If approved the bill is 
sent to the House. If not approved, 
the bill dies.

Final Approval 
The House and the Senate vote on the final passage. The approved 

bill is sent to the President. If not approved, the bill dies.

Introduction 
The bill is introduced in the House 
and given a number and title.

A bill starts out in either the HR or the Senate.

Signs the bill, or allows it 
to become law without 
signing it when Congress 
is in session.

Vetoes 
the bill

Congress can 
override a 
veto by a two-
thirds vote in 
both sides.

Bill becomes a law.
Bill becomes

 a law.

President DOES NOT sign bill 
and Congress is not in session, 
OR Congress does not override 
veto by 2/3 vote.

Bill DOES 

NOT become 
a law.
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Journey of a Bill Becoming a Law 
Travel Log

Today you will be traveling the journey of a bill trying to become a law. 

Directions: Write in first person from the perspective of the bill. Record each action that 
occurs and each location you land on. 

(Start) I began my adventure as a bill about _______________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

in the (House of Representatives or Senate) ________________________________________ 

(Roll 1) The first thing that happened was _________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

(Roll 2) ______________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

(Roll 3) ______________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

(Roll 4) ______________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

(Roll 5) ______________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

(Roll 6) ______________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

(Roll 7) ______________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________
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H.R. 
Committee
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H.R. 
Floor

7



Senate 
Committee
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Senate 
Floor
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Final 
Congress 
Vote
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President
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Override of 
Veto
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