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“Road and *'O.ll comrmnications in ‘FPrance, L:er-xanvr and the Low
Countries permait 07 the rapid movement of land forces within:thes
countries. .LJ‘lFl is the most fuportant factor in considering. ho:
vie yould like the| enewy to dlanoJe his' forces‘to suit. OVERLORD' 5
Though wé- would oi»v:ou»lr like to see the enemy-weak in-the' oV LO }
-y a,rcq iteell, this| by. itsell would not.be of great benefit 1T.. i
- ;considerable euemy reserves vere centrally aisposed. in: France na-

could quickly I‘PirLfOI‘r‘n the area, - Therefore the ma\:ixmnn assistaic
viidch we could rehder to CVERLORD would be  to induce “the enemy: to-
',weaJcen his .forces|in France and in conn‘f“ieq adjacent  theretos
‘oraer, however, tp achieve tiis, we will have.to mersuade: him:that
vie have no intentfion. of car*‘ylnh out cro““—Cha*mell opgrations in’
1944. g & =T "J'

A I‘qctors ‘Tor and aﬂ_inot our Le:Lnﬂ able to Lersuade the eriem
to tm.s efiec't R ; s : lj TR A
F

1
‘
" i The gltuatlo;u on ‘the Ruwlan front and in the1Med1terrane
."1941t cmmot at present be Toreseen, but they will be vital:fact a7
o affecting the.cheajices of our.bcing able to perouad ithe emvrw
|-, naintain only. wcaEc forces in France and. the:Low Co ntries.: T
: Assunding that ‘the Ruscian Aruy is 'still Tighting, the Germans w:[l
he obliged to maintain-the bulk of-their forces on[ that front. n
C e liediterranean area Italy: I'HB.J or may not have cbllapae ._and dur'
.posvible courses’ of action are set forth in J.¥ .(45)221(8),-Revis
‘Draft of the 7thjJuly, 1943, ~ The Germans will anticipate thr
T PRy Hy us to. the ‘Ballr‘am, SOUthem France and the Ibe Han® Peninsula
4o Assuming,; therelore, that the Germans hnve'.been oyliged- to: reinfcm&
: ' the Balkans and glouthern Frouce, . the number .of ‘engmy.. I‘ox‘cesr:»ava la
\101‘ liorthern Frafice and the:Low Countries will be,
. small. .I'oweVer,[ “the’ i‘ollowiug ‘factors must, . to :
render it imposizible Tor us. in the Tinal-stages.td induce:
to maintain weaklfor-oes in l.orthern I‘rance and Be giu ]
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OVERLORD - il . : e

\,1"01' liorthern Fralice' and the:Low Countries will be',ic'ompa.ra‘ti_‘y'ely

' T, ‘J - . ;
5= germany and Itely® the. main objec
stated as followm:= "0 Thga t o o

2 Ii: Decedntbion Policy

ol onr decegption wolicy wa

'

"Onr broad strategie deecsbion policy should ain at .
_ t?g-cuteujug the Gernans and Italians on all Lronts (wherever
| sueh thpreats canbe plavisihly sustained) with thesobject -of 03
containling epewy rorcec awllgincoyraging their brmsfer to the.
' Rusuierd Pront." N ) . R T

= ! F RS

4 [ : : : Pheg
S Jy. Lo give eflect to this onliey in Lorth Western Eiurope, .
cduerstion COCRADE has becn designed to induce the enemy to’ contaiifz~
nis rorces in Lorliwrn and Western France and Horway this summer w‘iud.

‘autwma. ; : o . :; y
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2. Primgry Reondiencnts.

"Road end rail comrmnications in France, Germany and the Low
Countries permnit 0L the rapid movement of land forces within-theéde:
countries.  Thig|is the most dLunortant factor in'considering ho
vie yould like the| enemy to dispose his  forces to sult OVERLORD. !
Though wé-would qbvidusly like to - see the enemy-weak in-the' OVER

- grea iteelf, this| by itself wonld not.be of great bemefit If.. . "
.considerable euemy reserves weie centrally disposed. in France and
could quickly reinforece the areg, . Therefore the maximim assista
viidch we could rehder to CVERLORD would Ve  to induce "the-enemy it
',w}eaJcen his forces| in. France and in countries cdjacent  theretos’
~order,: hovwever, ‘to achieve tiis, we will have. to persudde: him:tha
vie have nho intentjion: of carrying out cross-Channellopegrations’ in'

1944, - T oTi) , - A -
%. Factors Tor and arainst our being able to perstade -the erdemy
- to this effect. F o n gk e el e g el s
4 ' [ S

' ;= ) o ~ 7 K

: “The situation on the Russian front and in the|Mediterranean
©1944: cammot et preseit be Toreseen, .but they will be vital:facto
affecting thne. chapices of our.being able to persuade.ths ensmy. to
maintain only wecalk' forces in Franceé and. the-Low Countries.
‘Assundng that the Ruscian Aruy is 'still Tighting, the Germa
he obliged to maintain-the bulk of their forces on/that front

‘ tihe lieditervanean area Itely may or may not have collapsed. and ‘our
.possible courses ol action are set forth in J.r. (45)221(8),- Rev}_sgﬁ.
Draft of the 7thiJuly, 1945, The Germans will anticipate :threais’
hy us to. the Balldans; .Southern France. and the Ibe ian" Peninsulay .z’
Ascuming, theretore, that the Germans have been obliged-to reinforce:
the’ Ballcans ‘and Sjouthern Franuce,  the number .of. ‘enguy.forces.“aval aple
Csmall. - Mowever, -the’following factors must, to dome. extent,.
render it imposisible for us. in the Tinal-Stages. td induce: £
to maintain wedk‘;l'forc"e‘s in lorthern France and -Be gium
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4. Concluglong with rer'ard to. tne objec
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J(a) The extent and timing of the duciy:s Rudwieil;l‘ of the "
preparations. {'or OVERLOLD

| r B ]
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The treunsfer .ol Allieu forces fTrom liorth Africa .to. the Y. K

and increacsed BOLZI RO movements may, :to ‘some extent become:

| Inovn to'the cnemy and thus increace hig. anxiety rogardin 4
| the pos.oibilities of invasion (thouph not necessarily of -
I Hiortheru France). lioreover, the tiie is Bound to come,
{ when 1t will be impostible to cqnccal the large concen-
‘ trations of invasion craft on the south coadt of England;
’ which will constitute a direct threat to i érthem France.
f We will refer to the moment wher the Germans observe thes&
| I\reparatwom as D - X vreo}@. LL b
I

1(b) ‘One of the maii considerations of, YT”Lu was‘that heavy air
and pocsiPly naval,  bombardment |of, the strong enemy coastal:
defeices would be necessary for'a considerable” period’ béfore
D. day. - 'Although the‘ e bombardments [would be directed -

acgainst a wide frontagle and extend beyond dur real . -
.+ objectives, they would, however, provide the enemy: with a

|

valuable Andication of .our Cenejal 1ntentions.,

It is therefore obvious that we shall not‘%e able to persuade
the enemy right up to D. day ‘that we have no 1ntention of carrying
" out crost-Channel operations. » Aﬁquwxar) houever, that we.are abl
. to conceal for the most part the preliminary preparations for . -.-
OVERLORD, then wve ml_ht Le able to jnducg the enemy| to’ maintain o
ohparatively weak forces in Hortherrn Frdnhce and Belgium-up.to D -
‘wepks. . We will refer to this as STAGE 1. 'Tnereatter (STAGE-2)
the concentration of invasion eraft and reliminury,tactical air,
.activities will indicate crosu-Chaumnel o orutiohs and give the en
2 4 wceku in which 1o Peinforce. ',. ,{l I ‘ S ;
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(a) To inducp ‘the. enemy. to weaken hi% forcé

and in areas (excluding Southern Prance) ¥ woud
be aval]anlc as immedidte rcﬂcrvco roﬁ ﬂl thern France.

", (b) To contain’the maximum CACMJ forges in thod theat
‘ ch their transfer to nqrthern Fkance ﬁould )
than 1( woe; . I : ;

SR P

»3 '(c) To vetard, as far as poSSIble,vt )
: derencea‘in the OV“RLORD area"ﬂ;.

"'!* (a) To inducewtne cnem; to diupch iis Torces. in North
" and Deligium in‘such-.a hammer as willlcuuqe th
intelfcrence with OVuRLORD.;;‘ S

" ’ STAGE 2.+ | ij:. - : .;.

 SUGGESTED PLAIS TO. AC‘II"VE THL oz;:nacru T L‘A.GE' 1, -
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‘ 5. Agaumgtion» ‘ LA I e By 1 i";

(a) Quduia iS utill flghtlng and th' Gerwahs A
' malntain the bulk of ‘their. fo‘ceu.on‘thavf

- i~
(b) Ita?y Mny, “or way not huvo,"coliupoed uut
. huve been obliged to muiutuin stron; 101
arid’ ooutheru PPJHPO A

(c ) Our sthtCNic’bomber offendivo




Comn Ldoral, lnnf‘{{

(u) The collavse of Italy and the Ty
Liediterrancan, both factual ai

(1) Astwidng VAULT or LIFEBELT
' the course of our operatiom in the Itu
and Italy, the enemy may be ir

take. pluce, | und’

intentions ‘in the Iberian Peninsulu an

to ‘nniz)i.lin i‘orce on- the ¢

(c) tu..JLLHlIlL,\ the enemy obtain 111f01~

the tmﬁnn er of Allied troops|Lrom'liortl
U.i. wél must provide him with|plausible

movements. .
L l

Ll g
Suriested P]an or Story.

(af * The Allies reluctantly decfided
2}‘&'&5‘_{ and WaDIAL! 11:‘uepte'1be”

1*ea::\on“"
|

:" amive. :

|
(i) L weny coaslal dcfmxcé w['.cr'e ﬂ o 9
) | |

deoany risk.s
Al ' :

' . [
‘(iii);;bo Allies. felt tna£_t¢c co ld

. '2" oavluinL alone.

|
(b) mhe Aliies later. a"recd ont y' t
ageiit thiose areas where least. res istance might -be -
V,,.‘pected, and gave up the ldea of tackl
Such. dpert ations in the Med iL r-mncuhl wi
'i'wu,jnn of the Ballas ‘fro'n Ita]:,"
tiic Dodecancse
'<i<311 as. covexr for: 213
b Southern ,.T““r"'vnde i ( .
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(D) The Gcm wws on . D =X vwedks

s eentrat Lons OF; luxulinv*'orait and tactie
)N ‘tlmtmn ‘intend . to ihvade- liopthern Fraice.
i -0t l:no\q u' Cli]u of 8t cn['tn or t ;

o

n-Plansito  yive

‘ d notiénul
consideravle, will provide an jautomatic
Balkens'land Southern France. . I |

icreasihgly| nervous of our
ay be. 1nduced
Spanish frontier,

}

i i »
wtion re ga.tt ding BOLERO aml
i Africa to'the .
rreasons for thesa

1

i~

1r~e1 o‘)e'r'utions
>, the follovfing

t

‘ | e :
(1) Invas ion craI‘t prou 11 ecd by tn ‘z\mericans did not
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" carty out] lanfl‘iz ' operatioﬁs,
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consist of 'the:

acrqud ‘the.Adriaticiand’

; 1944, - A-Strong.
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Su=Cilluanel agsaultihad oniy
wou 1ld take place Jdter: than was
tend to reinrd ahd lescen thg e

= t
(b) Wnile the re-introcuction of STRNEY and dADWﬁL at this
' staze wicht induce the eneryy to pive l‘irn(; priority to°
the delffence of the Pus de -‘a]uiﬂ and Brest Peninsula,
i night wlso tend to draw Ge.man reserves|lto a central”
o - ‘ position in tho Parde-Rennei-juroen, \noub they. 'would
| : interfére with OVERLOID.. 011 the' o Lhc\‘{lmnd, the. .
P a re- 111t1'0rim:‘.,10n of ULARILY alone womld He more- Plaus ible
and wou ¢ tend to contain Cerman drces [in am area where
they vovlu not inmediately interfere wit ‘,n OV“RLORD. =
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.06 “Saes ewed P]an or 3Story P -t

&

b Ini‘ov"mtlon was recelvcd b" the Allies on D - X veekB to the
elffect that the! deterioration of German 'norulc ‘and-the disin-
tegration of the Germany Army had reached a stage which- justiﬁ_.e
lan attempt to carry out cross-Chaiuiel oner L\tion.;. The . risks”
g - linvolved are sojgreat that-they hdve decided to attack the Pas. de
't .+ [Calais.where they will obtain the maximum benefit from their-afir
e [superiority and'lmve the shortest sea crossing. [ In viewy howeve ;.
.of the limited forces trained in amphibious operations,- the:. attack
/1t3€1f is only intended to form .a urtdf“ehead which: it is . hoped

to extend in the autwan of 191/1 '1‘_he as ault h,a‘l been t-imed ol

’uhe 1st ‘June, 1944. 5w e g
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