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For f'le of Supreme Commander

07 Jaly 1944

1 have examined the recommendaiion of the British Chiefs of Staff thet lesve should
be re-opened on the basis of seven days every three months, with effect f rom lst

Angust, . '

The cover-plan is still operating with full effeet on the enemy's sppreciation of
our intentions, and it therefore remalns a vital factor in the security and con-
tinued success of our operations im NORMARDY,

There it evidence that the enemy has been decisively influenced by the suspension
of leave in conjunction with the visitors' ban, These twe restrictions together
constitute the essential security background for the mounting of an amphidbious
operation and the removal of the one would meuntralise the effect of the other,

Service leave has already become & matter of some public interest amd I am satisfied
thet, althoush no public announcement were $o be made, the granting of seven days'
leave to even 10% of all units on let Angust would be recognised by the enemy im a
day or two at most, ag the prelude to the general resumption of leave, He could no
longer reconcile his expeectation of an attack on the PAS DE CALAIS with this relax-
ation,

The guestion of morale is of course ever-present in my mind and on these grounds I
felt it wise to assent in an earlier memorandum to leave being granted for forty-
elght hours generally, and for lemger periods in compassionate eczses. In view of

the faect that references have now been made in two LONDON newspapers to the impend-
ing resumption of leave, I would urge that an announcement through the Press should

be re-considered, to the effeect that normal leave is #%ill suspended. Thers would

be no ebjection to its helng made known to service persomnel through service channels,
that restricted leave facilities have Deen sanctioned, I am firmly of opinion, how-
ever, that these concescions are the limit to which ny consent is =t present Justified.

At the some time I shall keep the matter comstantly under review to emsure that normal
leave may be resumed at the earliest date compatible with the seeurity of our opera-
tions,

daj., Gen, L.C.Hollls, C.B,, C.B.E., R.K,,
Secretary, Chiefs of Staff Committee,
Offices of the War Oabinet,

Great George Street,
- JES.
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