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28 June 1944

SUBJECT: The Visitors' Ban,

70 ¢ The Secretary
- Chief's of Staff Committee
Offices of the Wer Cabinet
Great George Ste; Se We 1.

1. At & meoting on the 13th June the War Cabinet agreed in
principle thet special MWIRLORD Security restrictions, inmcluding -
the Visitors® Ban, should be removed at the end of June subject -
to the retention of eny particular restrietion if good cause were
shown {or this,.

2. T am weiting on the subjeet of the Visitors' Ban which I
am most anxious to see extended beyond the end of June for vitelly
t operetional veasons, The case for the retention of the
Vieitors' Ban is that, as long as it contimues, it provides an :
excellent aid to the suceess of the cover plan, As the Chiefs of
Staff will be aware, this plan has up to the present rroved successe
ful, and has been largely instrumental in induecing the snemy to
keep o considereble portion of his strategic reserves sway from our
present battle sres. The most important element in the plan is the
threat to the PAS DE CALAIY ares maintained by a notionsl awmy :
group in South-East ENGLAND and I feel that we can no longer hope
for contimwed success of this plan if the Visitars®' Ban is removed,

3. It might be argued that the removal of the Diplematic Ban
on the 19th June has already given the enemy an indication that we
intend to relax our security precautions. This mey affect our
cover plan adversely and I am firnly of the opinion that il the
removal of the Diplomatic Ban were followed at the end of June by
the 1lifting of the Visitors' Ban, we could no longer expect to
decalve the enemy. .

b4e I would naturslly prefer that no change at all be mede in
the Visitors' Ven as it operates at present. I do, however, appre-
clate the amxiety of those who are responsible for eivilian wellare
in this country to relax the restrictions as soon as possible, I
would therefore be content if the ban were maintained in full effect
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within the area from the WASH to, and including, SOUTHAYPTON and
in the Scottish area until the end of July, I would, moreover,
be agreeable that this matier be reviewed again on the first of
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make further concessions poseible.

5, liy request is reinforced by a message which I have just
reseived from General MINTGOMERY who wishes to make a special _
appeal for the retention of the ban as essential for the success
of his future operations,

DWIGHT D, BISENHOWER,
Generel, Us S, Army.




