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German Miscalculations

. While our plans developed and the build-up of sup-
plfs and men in readiness for the operation continued
w:t.h Iegu_lanty, we had been studying the possible
action which the enemy might take in the expectation
of an assault against him mounted from the United
Kingdom. In any operation as large as OVERLORD it

s palpably impossible to keep from the enemy the
that we intended, during 1944, to launch an attack
. Where, when, and in what strength
d be launched was another matter, and
hope that he would not necessarily

get was the Normandy beaches.
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was in fact intended. As a result of these measures, we
also felt that had an enemy agent been able to pene-
trate our formidable security barrier, his observations
would have pointed to the same conclusion.
Shipping arrangements were made with the same
end in view. Surplus shipping was directed to the
Thames Estuary where an enormous concentration was
already assembled in preparation for the invasion, while
landing craft were moored at Dover, in the Thames, and
at certain East Anglian ports.
Further support was afforded by the aerial bombing
program. The distribution of bombing effort was so
adjusted as to indicate a special interest in the Pas-de-
Calais. It was also hoped that the bombing of the V-1
sites would be misinterpreted in our favor. Finally the
large and very visible components of the artificial har-
bors, which were subsequently sct up on the Normandy
beaches, were anchored in Selsey Bay immediately be-
fore the invasion, a point farther east than originally
proposed.
After the assault had gone in on 6 June we con-
tinued to maintain, for as long as possible, our concen-
trations in the southeast and our displays of real and
dummy shipping, in the hope that the enemy would
estimate that the Normandy beachhead was a diver-
sionary assault and that the main and positive blow
would fall on the Pas-de-Calais when the diversion had
fulfilled its purpose.
The German Fifteenth Army remained immobile
in the Pas-de-Calais, contained until the latter part of
July by what we now know from high-level interroga-
tion was the threat of attack by our forces in the south-
east of England. Not until 25 July did the first division
of the Fifteenth Army advance westward in a belated
and fruitless attempt to reinforce the crumbling Nor-
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[ Every precaution was taken against leakage of our
true operational intentions against Normandy. The
highest degree of secrecy was maintained throughout
all military establishments, both British and American,
but additional broader measures affecting the general

public were necessary as D-day approached.

On g February, all civilian travel between Britain
and Ireland was suspended to prevent the leakage of

agents
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continued officially to represent their government. On
~ 1 April, also as a result of a request made by me, the
British Government imposed a visitors' ban on the
| areas where our assault was being mounted and
nd to a depth of 10 miles.
1 the most friendly diplomats might
disclose vital information which would
e to the ears of the enemy, the British
- the further unprecedented step of re-
iplomatic privileges. On 17 April it banned
nt of diplomats or their couriers into and

d consisted, apart from

out of the United Kingdom and subjected higher, -
mune correspondence to censorship. At my rcqucrct:: -
ban was maintained until 19 June. thi

Lastly, it was considered expedient on 25 My
impose an artificial delay of ten days on the forwa,dy- 4
of all American mail to the United States and lsewhere
and to deny to American personnel trans-Atlantic tele-
phone, radio, and cable facilities. The mail of 4] Brit.
ish military personnel due to take part in the Nor,
operation had been, even within England itself, subjec
to strict censorship since April.

effort against Germany fell upon my Headquaﬂ“‘;‘"
the forces to be employed within the Theater—by land
sca, and air—should be responsible to me and under® |
direction, at least during the critical periods precedid
and succeeding the assault. L
Istated these views to the Combined Chicfsof Suf |
At the same time I set forth the necessity for
trated bombing of the rail network of Northwet
rope and particularly France, to which ther¢ bt
Oonsfdcrablc opposition, the reasons for which wil
considered shortly. I felt strongly about
matters. Lt
In a review of the matter, the Combined chi
Staff, who were aware of my problems, ga¥¢ m‘%
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order of priority established within the
approved by the Combined Chiefs. Add
:;tc to be available to me upon call for
land and naval operations when need
a role for which they had not previously b
us?d, but the Salerno campaign had o
evidence of their effectiveness for the P“‘pw
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