Duane S. Rock

6" Armored Division

635" Tank Destroyer Battalion
Feb 19, 1941 - Oct 1, 1945



Duane S. Rock from Hope Kansas served in the 635" Tank Destroyer
Battalion, Towed, from Feb 19, 1941 - Oct 1, 1945. The 635th was
established 15 December, 1941, at Camp Robertson, Arkansas, from
the 35th Infantry Division Antitank Battalion (Provisional). Many of the
members were activated Kansas National Guard. The battalion arrived
in Liverpool, England, on 19 February, 1944, Boarded their LSTs on 2
June and after seven days on the English Channel, enduring bad
weather and observing the early coastal attack, landed 8 June on
Omaha Beach, Fox-Green portion. Some of the vehicles were landed
by LSTs and Rhino barges. “C” Co. landed their vehicles by LSTs right
up to the beach and drove off at low tide.

Duane was assigned duty as a supply truck driver as many farm boys
were. They already knew how to drive a grain truck. He didn't talk much about his experiences but
we knew what he saw was horrific. He said there were bodies everywhere on the beach that he drove
around as he drove his truck off the beach. The other surviving story is that one night a rocket hit the
cab of his truck and destroyed it. He normally slept in the cab of his truck but fortunately that night he
wasn’t. After Normandy, his division advanced through northern France and Belgium. Operated in
Roetgen-Aachen sector and Hurtgen Forest during autumn. Transferred to Belgium on 22 December
during Battle of the Bulge. Returned to Aachen area in January and supported the drive toward the
Rhine River near Cologne. Transferred to Seventh Army and almost immediately to Third Army on 1
April, 1945. Crossed Rhine at Mannheim and advanced through central Germany to Austria.
Supported: 1st, 71st Infantry divisions; 4th Cavalry Group. On VE Day, Duane was assigned to the 6™
Armored Division.
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The Omaha Beach Landings - Fox Sector

It was on this four and a half mile stretch of sand that the two American Assault Divisions
accompanied by two Battalions of US Rangers and ten thousand US Army Combat Engineers landed
in the face of withering fire on June 6th, 1944. D-Day. That fire was coming from the German
defenders, shooting from their well protected positions in concrete bunkers that had been largely
untouched by the pre-dawn D-Day bombardment which had fallen as much as three miles (5km) off

target.

FOX-Green portion - upon arrival at the beach,
the 635" battalion was taken to Transit Area 4
and from there to the vicinity of the 15t Division
Artillery.
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Fox-Green Sector

April 2023

The following photos of landing ships 55, 381, and 393 were used to transport the 635th Tank
Destroyer Battalion that Duane was in. He could be driving any one of the supply trucks shown
coming off the ships or on the beach. They landed on FOX-GREEN portion of Omaha Beach.

LST 381 - Normandy, France - June 1944
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USS LST-393 stranded by retreating tides on the beach
at Normandy in July 1944. She made 30 round trips

to Omaha Beach, bringing varied equipment and
supplies to France and returning with wounded soldiers
as well as thousands of German prisoners. She is one
of only two LSTSs to survive in original configuration;
1,051 were built. She is now a museum ship

in Muskegon, Michigan.

US 2nd Infantry Division advancing up the bluffs behind German
Resistance Nest WN65, Omaha Beach, D+1

US Supply Trucks moving up Exit easy-1, Omaha Beach, Early
June, 1944



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Omaha_Beach
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muskegon,_Michigan

Looking east down the length of Omaha Beach from
Wrecked 88mm Gun Bunker, German Resistance
Nest WN72, Dog Green Sector, Omaha Beach
(‘Saving Private Ryan' landing position)

2758/

Fox Green fronted two exit routes: the fairly
large valley (E-3) winding a mile inland
toward Colleville and, 600 yards to the east,
an area (F1) where the bluff front was only
slightly interrupted by a shallow and steep
draw. Two main enemy strongpoints, one
just east of F-1 and the other near the
Colleville draw, commanded the narrowing
beach flat.

MAP NO. § { (Below) The Pencetration at Fox Green. Acrial photo Cabore)

taken 31 May 1944, sbows approximately same arva as the map.
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1st Infantry Division Monument overlooking Omaha
Beach

Open with ZIP Extractor v

Graffiti on bunker overlooking Omaha Beach, April
2023, “Game Over Krauts!”

From 635" Battalion Captain Winters After Action Report.
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Excerpts from OMAHA BEACHHEAD (6 June-13 June 1944) https://history.army.mil/books/wwii/100-
11/ch6.htm

8 June - Enemy artillery and infantry were reported in some strength at Tour-enBessin, and the 26th
Infantry at 0800 requested an air mission. Division notified the regiment that adequate fire support
from artillery and naval guns would be available if the air mission failed. The air attack was made by

fighter-bombers shortly before 0900; an armored patrol got into Tour-en-Bessin by 1140, reporting the
town empty an flat” The 20 Battalion, reinforced by  company of the 635th Tank Destroyer

and Company C of the 745th Tank Battalion, waited on the advance of the rest of the
regiment before moving into the town.

On the night of 8 June Companies "A" and "C" were attached to the 26th infantry regiment and
Company “B” to the 18th Infantry Regiment.

8 June 1944: Formigny was liberated by elements of
US 1st Infantry Division during the initial breakout
from Omaha Beach.

On the 9th of June
, Vicinity Formingy.

Photo: Field near Formingy, April 2023.
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On 9 June Co “A” was relieved of attachment to the 26! Infantry Regiment and ordered to report to
the Commanding General, 2" Infantry Division, vicinity Formingy.

The battalion spent the first few days spread around the vicinity of Colleville-sur-Mer not far from the
beach, getting their legs back, cleaning the protective cosmoline from their weapons and patrolling for
Germans.

9 June — By Field Order No. 36, the 1st Division planned its attack with two regiments abreast. The
18th RCT, with Company C, 745th Tank Battalion, Battery A of the 62d Armored Field Artiller
Battalion, and



https://history.army.mil/books/wwii/100-11/ch6.htm
https://history.army.mil/books/wwii/100-11/ch6.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1st_Infantry_Division_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Omaha_Beach
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Due to make the main effort with Cerisy Forest as its objective, the 2d Division was hampered by lack
of weapons and equipment as the hour of jump-off approached. The 9th and 38th Infantry, scheduled
to attack abreast in the Trevieres area, had no transportation by the morning of 9 June and most of
the battalions lacked heavier automatic weapons, mortars, and communications equipment. Only two
battalions (15th and 38th) of the divisional artillery were ready and in position: medical, signal,
engineer, and reconnaissance units were only partially ashore. The 23d Infantry, designated as

division reserve, had "ust landed the evenini before and was assemblini near St-Laurent bi noon.

Advance to Caumont — 11 June

By Field Order No. 37, issued at 2400 on 11 June, General Huebner planned the 1st Division's attack
in essentially the same formation used before: the 18th and 26th RCT's abreast on fronts of about

3,000 yards, with the 16th RCT in reserve, ready to assist either attacking regiment and to protect the
flanks. The left flank was to be guarded by the 1st Reconnaissance Troop, and two troops of the 102d

Cavalry Squadron were to patrol in advance of the attacking units. Each regimental combat team
included a tank battalion; *

On 17 June Company /Ao the 635 Tank DestroyerBatialion was relieved of attachment to 2

Infantry Division and was re-attached to 15 Infantry Division Artillery and placed in direct support of
the 16" Infantry Regiment. After the companies were attached to their respective regiments each
company was broken down by platoons to battalions and each platoon was attached to each battalion
of the 26" and 16™ Infantry Regiments.

and upon going to the 2"
Division a section of the Reconnaissance Platoons, with one M4 and two ¥4 tons, were attached for
reconnaissance and used by the 2"d Division as reconnaissance elements.
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One story shared was that Duane usually slept in the cab of his truck. One night a missile hit it.
Fortunately, he had decided not to sleep there that night. In the after-action report there is no
mention of supply trucks being hit. However, the following excerpt from the after-action report for
June 1944 reports of 2 — half-track trucks being destroyed. These trucks were used to tow the anti-
tank weapons. Possibly Duane drove one of those when not driving a supply truck.

1

Supply truck at the Airborne Museum in Sainte-Mére-Eglise. It is a French museum dedicated to the
memory of paratroopers of the 82nd and 101st Airborne Divisions of the United States Army.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sainte-M%C3%A8re-%C3%89glise
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paratrooper
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/82nd_Airborne_Division
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/101st_Airborne_Division

Sherman Tank at the Airborne
Museum

Cimetiere Americain de Colleville-sur-Mer

At the top of the bluff overlooking Omaha Beach near Colleville is the American cemetery. Itis the
final resting place for 9,387 brave soldiers that gave their lives for our freedom.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colleville-sur-Mer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Normandy_American_Cemetery_and_Memorial

July 1st- July 16th 1944 - The Hedgerow Countryside - Battle of the hedge rows

The fighting in Normandy's western sector soon degenerated into a
series of huge individual firefights, with few soldiers being able to see
more than one hundred meters in any direction, if that. It was
countryside who's geography favored the defender; where an
overwhelming superiority in tanks, armor and aircraft did not
significantly alter the balance of power; where the best individual
soldier or small group of soldiers won. This led to savage, close
quarter fighting, where gains per day were measured in hundreds of
yards, where the slightest rise in the ground could be a strategic goal
worth hundreds of lives for the observation position it could give over
enemy positions.

The small fields and pastures were bordered by heavy hedge, nearly
impenetrable until American ingenuity modified Sherman tanks to cut
through them.

The towed guns for the B85 were theorized to be a sound plan
based on the British’s experience fighting in North Africa. The
hedgerows and narrow roads and bridges made them less than ideal
for fighting German tanks in Europe.

Sherman tanks were modified and bulldozers used to move through
the hedgerows. Adding to the challenges faced were the amount of
cloud, wind and rain during June and July 1944 was this highest
since records began in 1900.

StLo

The town of St L6 in the west of the landing zones was as important to
the Americans as the town of Caen was to the Anglo/Canadian Forces
in the east. Both towns were the main crossroad towns into Normandy
through which all major road led. Without these towns and the road
networks they give access to, the Allied Armies were going nowhere.
The Germans recognized this and set up most of their Armored forces
around Caen where the open countryside better suited their armor
protection and longer range of their guns. The forces used by the
Germans for the defense of St L6 were the 3rd Parachute Division and
the 352nd Infantry Division. The German Parachute divisions were the
elite infantry units of the German Army, showing the importance the
attached to the defense of St L&. SS units were not used as all the SS
formations were armored and the terrain around the town did not lend
itself to armored warfare. Experts in camouflage and trained to operate
in small groups or alone, the German Paratroopers used the hedgerow
terrain expertly to their advantage and did everything in their power to exact a heavy price from the Americans for every
meter of ground captured.



https://www.battleofnormandytours.com/uploads/2/5/1/7/2517577/946630_orig.jpg
https://www.battleofnormandytours.com/uploads/2/5/1/7/2517577/9373693_orig.jpg

US Soldier outside St L6, July 1944

For the First US Army, the town of St L6 was the door to central France.
It had been an objective of the US 29th Division in the first few days
following D-Day. However, with the German resistance to the landings
being much stronger than anticipated, the American Army had been
forced to concentrate all their resources to clearing out the Cotentin
Peninsula and the port of Cherbourg at its northern tip. With no supplies
available to continue operations towards St L6 the advance was halted
on June 18th with the nearest US positions just two miles (3km) from the
northern outskirts of the town.

A US Convoy passes through a ruined St Lo just below the Citadel

The church of St-Lo after the US bombardment and capture of the town and the restored church in April, 2023.
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Sept - Vents From the Lt. Col.
Wint Smith’s 19 July 1944 after action report
narrative. "The 1t Battalion, 18" Infantry Regiment
were being observed from a tower of a church at
Sept Vents. The Battalion Commander requests that
this tower be taken under fire by our guns. The
tower was demolished by about 20 rounds of HE
ammunition on the 24" of June. Corps artillery

. requested that the 2" Platoon of “B” Company fire at

another church tower some 4,000 yards away but
this was refused by the platoon officer because it

: would disclose his position and the range was too

great. “A” Company of the Battalion fired 1,500
rounds of ammunition on indirect fire missions
allocated by the Division Artillery.”

Photo: Church at Sept Vents (Seven Winds) with
repaired tower in April 2023.
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August 1944 635" After Action Report Excerpts
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Report, 635th TD Bn. Towed, 4 September 194, contra,

Photo: As the 635t moves through a town in
France, the residents joyfully greet their liberators.




Photo: On 29 August 1944, American troops of the 28th Infantry
Division march down the Champs Elysees, Paris, in the "Victory"
Parade. Joyous crowds greeted the Americans as the entire division,
men and vehicles, marched through Paris on its way to assigned attack
positions northeast of the French capital.

The 635™ was disappointed they did not get to march into Paris first.
They loaned their uniforms and equipment to the French army, 2™
armored division so they could celebrate the liberation of Paris.

Sgt. Anthony Urkevich, of the 635 Tank Destroyer battalion,

standing left front with his crew with their M3 half-track and
towed 3 inch gun.



September 1944 635%™ After Action Report Excerpts

2. On 1l September this Battalion was detached fram the 1st U, S. Infantry
Division Artillery and attached to the Lth Cavalry Group, Mecz., for the purpose
of assisting the Group to fulfill their mission of securing the right flank and
rear of the VII Corps in their advance fram the Aisne River, and a comparsble
mission in the Corps' advance through southeast Belgium to Germany. The Can-
manding General, VII Corps, camended the Battalion for it's part in this screen-
ing sssigmment in his letter of 1L September to the Cammanding Officer, 4th
Cavalry Group, Mecz.

Piring Companies "A" and "B" were attached to the 24th and Lth Cav,
Ren. Squadrona respectively, and Firing Canpany "C" was placed in reserve
attached to Group Headquarters for disposition. Company "C" was assigned the
mission of guarding Corps CP fram 1lth September to 21 September. BEnp'.cyment
of the firing campanies was coordinated between Group, Squadron Cammanders and
Company Canmanders, and they have been succesafully used in repelling enemy
counter-attacks and enemy patrol activity, combat pstrols, OPFs, road pstrols,
creating and protecting road blocks, and in general assisted in the elimination
of German resistance in designated areas. Coambat efficlency of this command
is very satisfactory, has all its enuirment except one (1) u8.

a. Dwing the month the nunber of battle casualties suffered by this
Battalion are 2 enlisted men killed, 5 enlisted men wounded -nd evacuzted, and
1 officer and 1 enlisted man wounded and not evacunted,

s, Incidents: On 1 Sent, "1" Or, contacted anemy at ‘ubenton., On 3
Gent. Ren, no fy neutralized two strong points. On i “ept, "R" Co, fired -t
strongnoint. "B" Co., made enemy contqct, On 5 Sept, "' On, fired at soemy
from hill and destroyed 3 halftracks and two GI' vehicles, ‘rm O Jent, "C" 0o,

fired harassing fire ot enemy. On 13th Sept, we renovered twe embers of a B=17
Fortress who had baled out due to mechanical difficulty, evacu ted to resr. 0n
15 Sept, "B" Co. reported six incidents of econtact with enemy not rnreviousiy
renorted - enemy nersonnel and eouipment knocked out. n 17 Sept. recoversd

¥ taken ntrisoner hy enemy - evacuated to rear. On Z2lst Co, e alded Cov,
Sruadron to repel attemnted enemy infiltration. "7 Co, position attacked

and this attack was repelled. On 24 Sept, "A" Co, ndided Snuadron rerel in-
filtration of enemy behind souandron's elements. On 25th and 26th "R" Co, aided
in renelline patrol attacks. On 30 Yept. "B" Co, reported sction of their 3rd
pl-toon not previously renorted. Platoon contactod the enemy on four different
occnsions 'nd sent out six cambat patrols. (Refer to Ixcerpts fram September
Unit Journ»1 attached for complete details)

f. Our firing platoons were subjected to considerable enemy shelling
of heavy caliber.

h. On 13 Sert,, the Comnmunding Officer was appointed Group Provost
Marshal. From that date through the 30th, the following was accomplished:

(1) Controlled the movements of civilian population,

(2) 33 towns contacted by Provost Marshal l’atrols, organized fram forward
CP personnel of this Battalion for the purrose of posting of ficial
proclamations, and outlining the rules to govern the future behavior
of the populace,:

(3) Closed telephone exchanges and prohibited the use of telegraph in all
towns visited,

() Collected in all towns visited all available weapons, ammunition,
explosives, flashlights, and cameras and turned these into the Civil
Affairs authority in Malmedy.

(5) Incarcerated eight (8) Nazi collaborators and four enemy soldiers in
civilian clothas, believed to be spies,

(6) Investisated and took action on looting complaints, loss of rations
by our troops to civilians, and one case of rape,



635" supported 1%t Division through Northern France until 31 August. It was next attached to the 4™ Calvary
Group through Belgium to Bugtgenbach

E This American 76mm (actually the 3 inch, 76.2mm) towed gun of
T the 635th TD Bn was knocked out of action by fire from German
- tanks in the battle at Humain, Belgium.

Fifteen enemy tanks were destroyed in the same battle. Dec 28,
1944

3 inch M5 anti-tank gun towed by a half-track

Gun crew cleaning the breach of an M5 near Odrimont, Belgium.

F3 U.S. Infantry anti-tank crew fires on Nazis who machine-gunned
their vehicle, somewhere in Holland




October 1944 635 After Action Report Excerpts

2. This BatiL-lion hns been attached to the Lih Covelry Group, Meez, through-

the month, with "." Caapany in direct supnort of the 2Lth Cav. Ren. Scuadron
mrl the Lth Ga.v. Ren. Snuadron supnmorted by "C* Camprny. The 1lst Pl-toon of "B"
non-ny had the mission of de f(anr]inp Roetgen, fermeny, while the 2nd and 3rd
M.atoons of "2 Compony were in indirect firing positions in supnort of the 97th
F. A. Battalion. Our primary mission throughout the month was to hold thot aren
in pgenarsl suorort of the south flenk of the VII Corps, and on 25th October, the
Battalion was attached to ¥ Corps for onerations only; continuing our primary
minrsion under Grour control,

3. Bwployment of the firing conponies was coordinated between Groun, -
Souadron Commanders and Cannnny Commanders, and they have been successfully used
in repelling small-scale counter athacks and enemy natrol activity, for combat
and ohaervation patrols, OI's, creating and protecting ro-dblocks, and renerally
nentralizins Noarmsn attacks and resistance in desirn~ted defense aress. Our
firing companies were utilined 235 infmtry because of military neceasity, and
often a nlatoon wns aaployed where ordinarily a conpony of infantry could be used.
The combat efficiency of this command is very satisfactory, and has all its
ecuimment except one (1) 1=8, Our platoons and patrols had 27 fire fights with
the enamy, ond sided considerably in the eliminstion of neraonnel and chstacle
resistance with forward observation for the artillery. The following is 2 resume-
of the indirect fire miosion by our firing compnnies and controlled by our ovm
Fire Direction Center - fire was observed both by the £7th F. A. Battalion we
supported and by our own officer and enlisted personnel:

a, 9150 rounds 3" HE aimunition fired,

b, A1, missions fired, of which 249 were interdlct.ion the remainder
general sunport and harassing,

c. Harassing and TOT missions were fired on the following cnemy installs.
tlons: 1 at Huppenbroich, 1 at Blcherascheid, 1 at Klaus, 1 at
Woff elsbach, 1 at Ruhrberg, 1 at Einruhr, 1 at Rollesbroich, 5 at
¥Kesternich and 4 missions at Steckenborn.

d. 26 missions were fired on foot troops. Observers reported better
than average-results on most missions with many enemy dead rmw

wounded, but could not determiné exact number of enemy put out of
action, This Battalion does not take credit for enemy dead unless
definite mroof available,

e, 7 missions were fired at OF houses and areas, Results - /i OP houses
destroyed and 2 OF areas neutralized, :

T, Vehieles: 1 Armared Cor, 1 Halftrack and 2 Personnel Carriers
destroyed,

g. L CP houses destroyed,

h, 9 enemy pillboxes neutralized.

i. 1 enemy barracks destroyed = number of dead and wounded not observed,

j. 4 mortar emnlacements knocked out and 7 mortar emnlacements neutrali-

zed.

k, 1 eneny warchouse destroyed,

1. 3 enemy mschine pun emnlacements neutralized,

m, 1 B=17 bomher destroyed on Corps order. Our plane fell in enemy
tearritory.

n. 11 nrep-ration missions were fired in summort of feint attack by 4Lth
0-v, Orour claients to aid the 9th Infantry Divisionts drive to the
sonth,

0, 25 connterbattery missims 5% were fired, ‘hile resuvlts unknown, the
caemy stormed firing on numerous ocensions,

n, 2 chreh stecples, 0Fs, were destroyed by direct {ire,

Yo me Daving the momth the mmber of battle easualties suffered by this
Fehbe Vior sre Q@ enli-ted nen 11 ed, 21 enlisted men wounded and evacuated, and
20 w3 ated pien wounded and not evaminted.,  Non-battle ensunlties far the months
oner-tions were 1% enlisted men evacuated,



November 1944 635%™ After Action Report Excerpts

¥

2.

“roun,

el e

danlowment ol the firins courenics was ~s5 heretofore coordin-ted between

wandron Jawi-rddors ond Coaoany Comnders ~nd they h-ve been used success-
st oonan petrol nctivity, for observation patrols, Ci’s and roadblocks,

fmrool- Loons were disaowsted cnd utilized s indontry. The combat efficiency of
Lhlc emin-nug 1o exeellent ond has -1l its eouimment. Our neatrols effected 12 econ-
t-cis with ti: cnemp before closin in on the assenbly nrcea, -nd our n-trols on
ier-oc-liys o snions Lo o drew enemy fire to disclose nositions were resnonsible Jor
Liie nientr-lizntion of meaiine sun nests ond two nillboxes., 3" run firines by our

P AR i

cony axelivsive of Cownany "BY runs in indirect firin- veositions, -roved

s~tisfyretory with:

L, nillboxes neutr:lized
1 m: chine gun with narsonnel destroyed
1 OF building destroyed
1 CF buildinr destroved

Tire 115 nlso directed at oneay tinks with unimovm effects, The followins is »
resune of the indireet {iring mission of the Znd -nd Jrd vl toons of Comnony "3
throush 1330 hours 10 !lovember 194 = firing was controlled by our own Fire Direc-—

tion ‘enter - fire wW-s observed by the 87th F.
~n< enlisted per sonnel: .

Jl--

"« Hatt~lion, -nd by our own officers

a, 350 rounds 3" H& -mmunition cexpended

be 155 nissions fired, of which 110 were interdiction; thec remainder
reneral support and horassine, 3 Depistr-tions were fired with one -
repistration made by OB,

¢. 1 horasszing mission was fired on the town of Iiinruhr, Cermany, with

no observed effects; the same anlying to the town ef coord 0218-2A34,

d, 15 missions were fired on enany foot troops with good results with

rmany known dend znd wounded; however, since observers could not deter-
mine the exact number of dead and/or wounded, we n~re not taking credit

for syae. (n one mission observers reported two sounds foot troops

completely wiped out, -nd on n mission agoinst foot troops on the rond

to Schmid, the effect was observed by A0l who reported that dead and
wounded hauled away for five hours,
e, Two O’ houses were destroyed.

f. One vehicle destroyed.,
7. 6 counter battery missions S&F were fired. '/hile results unknown,

enemy hattcries were stilled,

h. 2 pillboxes were neutralized,

i. 2 missions were fired on mortar emplacements with very good and
excellent reportcd by observers,

j. L4 micsions were fired on CP houses; one house destroyed - unnble
observe 3 others due to heavy snow fall.

ne During the month the number of battle casualties suffered by this

Batt~lion ware five enlistcd men wounded-evacuated, ond three enlisted men wounded
snd not evacusted. HNon-battle casuzlties for the month's operation were five en-

listed men evacuated.



Rhineland

The 635th transferred to Belgium on 22 December during Battle of the Bulge. The Battle of the Bulge, also
known as the Ardennes Offensive, was the last major German offensive campaign on the Western
Front during World War II. The battle lasted for five weeks from 16 December 1944 to 28 January 1945.

The 635%, dismounted and served as infantry, Roetgen — Aachen sector, Hurtgen Forest

The Battle of Hirtgen Forest was a series of battles fought from 19 September to 16 December 1944,
between American and German forces on the Western Front during World War II, in the Hlirtgen Forest, a
54 sq mi area about 3.1 mi east of the Belgian—-German border. It was the longest battle on German ground
during World War II and is the longest single battle the U.S. Army has ever fought.

The Battle of Aachen was a combat action round Aachen,
Germany, between 2-21 October 1944. The city had been
incorporated into the Siegfried Line, the main defensive
network on Germany's western border; the Allies had hoped
to capture it quickly and advance into the

industrialized Ruhr Basin. Although most of Aachen's civilian
population was evacuated before the battle began, much of
the city was destroyed and both sides suffered heavy losses.
It was one of the largest urban battles fought by U.S. forces
in World War II, and the first city on German soil to be
captured by the Allies. The battle ended with a German
surrender, but their tenacious defense significantly disrupted

Allied blah‘é for the advance into Grn;any. )

December 1944 635 After Action Report Excerpts

Co B reported: 10th Dec: Between 1730 and 1800 hrs an estimated L enemy planes
bombed CP area. One 100§ bomb fell 25 yards from CP and several anti-personnel

bombs fell in 3rd platoon area, S/ Sgt Demanett hit in finger left hand and remain-
ed on duty. Tec 4 Ruth hit by bomb fragment and remained on duty. OCme 12-V battery
was damaged, one 610 radio knocked out and 1 rifle damaged; 6 tires and one 2-1/2 ton
cargo daumaged superficially. Co. maintenance section took all damaged materiel to
rear echelon for repair or replacement. 1lth Dec: 1st and 2nd platoons committed
forward to hold approx 300 to 400 yds high ground vic 070375, East of Kleinhau, Ger.
Qur troops went forward at 1300 hrs 11 Dec dismounted and to take place of infantry.
The area they were assigned to hold was under enemy observation at all times and was
heavily raked by enemy mortar and artillery fire; over 200 shells dropped in approx
one hour, and not all the men were able to reach their positions. Shell fire came
from the northeast. By 1700 hrs the following EM were wounded and evacuated by

tank due to the constant enemy fire a.d muddy terrain: Sgt Stalpes shell frag r arm,
Sgt. Harold Brown shell frags arm and leg; Pfc Albert Speaker shell frag r side of %ﬁ
face and forehead, Pvt Amato WIA, Pfc Frank liitschke WIA, Pfc James O Woodward BE-L+

Following EM wounded but not evacuated: Ffc Carl M. Larsen grazing wound r side of
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Following report received from adv Fwd CP: Pvt Loop, Hg Ren Plat KIA by mortar
frags 1/2 miles west of Bogheim, Germany. Pvt Rood, Hq Ren Plat Swi shrapnel left
thigh and right arm - evacuatz=d by tank. Pvt Gilbert, Hq Ren WIA shrapnel upper
right arm - evacuated. Pvts Rood and Gilbert were sharing the same foxhole when
wounded, Gilbert immediately applied first aid to Rood, bandaging his wounds and
applying a turniquet to his arm and another on his leg, definitely saving Rood's
life and disregarding his own wounds. Tec 5 Dunigan Hq Co WIA mortar frags right
leg - evacuated. S/5gt Allen LNA mortar frags face and hands - remained on duty.
Pfc Lauffenberger Hq Co WIA mortar frags right side of neck=- remained on duty. Fvt
Francis R. Ryan, Co B, KIA by small arms fire. Pfc Degen, Co B, WIA 21 Dec two
fingers blown off booby trap - evacuated. .

Following report received from adv Fwd CP: Pvt Loop, Hg Ren Plat KIA by mortar
frags 1/2 miles west of Bogheim, Germany. Pvt Rood, Hq Ren Plat Swi shrapnel left
thigh and right arm - evacuatz=d by tank. Pvt Gilbert, Hq Ren WIA shrapnel upper
right arm - evacuated. Pvts Rood and Gilbert were sharing the same foxhole when
wounded. Gilbert immediately applied first aid to Rood, bandaging his wounds and
applying a turniquet to his arm and another on his leg, definitely saving Rood's
life and disregarding his own wounds. Tec 5 Dunigan Hq Co WIA mortar frags right
leg - evacuated. S/3gt Allen LNA mortar frags face and hands - remained on duty.
Pfc Lauffenberger Hq Co WIA mortar frags right side of neck- remained on duty. Fvt
Francis R. Ryan, Co B, KIA by small arms fire. Pfc Degen, Co B, WIA 21 Dec two
finpers blown off booby trap - evacuated. .

Co A left coord 029377 1 mile west of Grosshau, Germany, at 1715 hrs 22 Lec and
arrived at coord 2048:8 14 miles NE of Haversin, Belgium, st 0330 hrs 23 Dec, distance
traveled 76 miles, Enroute a halftrack crashed ntc & 3" pun in the darkness and

due to the condition of the road., Pvt Kichels fell oul of the vehicle =md hurt iis
shoulder bu’ rzmained on duty. One halftrack, one 3" pgun, one 1. ton truck and

two trailers were put out of actlon. A puard was placed on the wrecked eculpmont #f
until the Bn wrecker and maintenance crew arrived from thre newly estab!’.lied pear !
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drive toward the Rhine River near Cologne.

Photo below: Troops of the US First Army picking their way

the city of Cologne (Koln), March 1945. Members of the -
assisted in raising the American flag over Cologne, Germany
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Map showing the swelling of "the Bulge" as
the German offensive progressed creating
the nose-like salient during 16-25 December

s  The 1t Army is shown on this map, moving from Aachen to Liege

The 635" returned to Aachen area in January and supported the

through a ruined street, littered with debris, as they advance into



Two reconnaissance men of the 803d Tank Destroyer Bn
take time out for a cup of coffee.

g b VIR R HllAs LUl

BAL

Pl s 28 i “
the 6th Av—e:cd Dﬁ?l&amn enroute to

YOU \Rl NOW ENTERING

ERMANY

' FTHE |
l

U ‘S
6" ARMORED DIVISION |

SUNMARY

The 635th Tank Destroyer Rattalion Towed has been in the field since D plus 2
with no specified rest period other than in assembly areas, and a small percentage
of officers and enlisted man on 48 hour and 72 hour passes to laris, france, and
Verviers, Belgium. During out attuchment to the 1st US Infantry Division artillery
through 31 Aupust 1944, our firing companies have b.en under the control of the
Divisicn's Repimental Antitank Officers and pgenerally were usea Lo re uforce Lhe



the organic regimental antitank defense, Because of the nature of the operations,
and the disorganization of enemy armor, we did not fire at any tanks. In many in-
stances, our gun platoons found themselves either on the infantry front line or in
position in front of the infantry. Our support of the lst US Infantry Division
entailed many fire fights with the enemy and we were subjected to considerable
artillery shelling and bombing and strafing by enemy planes. We received favorable
commendatlion for our services with the 1lst US infantry Division from CG, 1lst US
Infantry Division Artillery dated 2L October LL with comparable indorsements by CG,
lst US Infantry Division, and CG, VII Corps.

Cur attachment to the Lth Cavalry Group, Mecz, became effective 1 Sept L4 and
we are currently attached to the same organization. Our firing companies have been
employed by the Squadron Commanders on their screening missions, against enemy patrol
act vity, combat patrols, observation patrols, outposts, road blocks, and dismounted
as infantry. Only during December in action against the enemy in Belgium were we
able to prove our ability to perform our primary mission of destroying tanks. 1In
the fire fight which ensued at Humain, Belgium, on 25 December, the 3rd platoon of
Company A destroyed three (3) enemy Mark V tanks. We were responsible for killing
and/or putting out of action against our troops many of the enemy, and in previous
reports have taken credit only for those of the ensmy we were actually able to
ver.fy ourselves, e are, however, positive we killed many more, particularly with
our 3" gun fire. 1n one instance along during an indirect fire mission against
enemy foot troops on th: road to Schmid, Germany, ACP reported that dead and wounded
enemy were nauled away for five hours. ‘e took 116 prisoners up to 31 December and
took credit only for those of the enemy we captured independently of assistance, (ur
3" guns neutralized many enemy pillboxes and mortar batteries in action against our
troops, destroyed machine gun nests, enemy armored and utility and horse-drawn
vehicles, CPs, CPs, and houses cccupied by the enemy. Our mission to destroy the
enemy znd his means of firhting our troops was effectively accomplished, and we enter
the new year with the same purpese in view and with even greater determination to
do our share and mrre to gain victory apainst the Germans. Battle casualties through
31st Deec. were as follows:

w-l_b. ElllL Lo Wit NELL L el
Killed in Action 1 23 2L
Missing in Action 0 1 1
“ounded in Action-svacuated 3 105 108
wounded in Acticn-lot vacuated 3 68 71
ied of Tlounds 1 7 B

ur officers and men Jdistinsushed tremselves in action apainst the enemy and throush
31 ke 7 Silver Stars and 13 Hpcnze Stars have been awarded., additional re-
cormendations are at vresent being processed thruugh channels,

The combat efficiency of this command is ixcellent and on 31 December had all it's
emipment excepting three (3) 2" puns which are reported not to be available in the
First 1. 5. army, two (2) halftracks which will be delivered t¢ us as auickly as the
3" puns become available, und two (2) 1/4L tcns. @ have two officers and L4 enlisted
men on recuisition nnd as soon as tlese reinforcements are made available to us, we
will be up to T/0 strensth.



January 1945

Operated in Belgium throughout the month. 23 January was reported as the first day since committed to
participate in the Battle of the Bulge the 635" Battalion was without contact with the enemy. On the 24" the
Battalion moved into its first rest, rehabilitation and refitting since D-Day. After a 72-hour rest and no work,
road marches to keep the personnel fit were inaugurated. Maintenance on vehicles and ordinance completed
and training on small arms and guns. Men were given the opportunity to shower, received medical inspections
and moving pictures and stage shows provided. Passes to “on limits” towns of Huy and Andennes were
provided. Battalion went back to active duty on 4 Feb but due to the Roer River in flood stage was unable to
depart Anchen until 26 February.

i BELGIUM
ko of the 6th Armored Division in posltlon
r Bastogne.

11 January 1945

Photo: "The endless procession of German prisoners captured with
the fall of Aachen marching through the ruined city streets to
captivity."

After the fall of Cologne, the 635™ Battalion shifted from 1t to 7t
Army assigned to the 71 Infantry




January 1944 635™ After Action Report Excerpts

Summary:

The Pattle of the Bulge brought to an end, the 3att:=lion was out of eontset with
the enemy for the first time on 23 January 1945 since its narticipstion in this .

cmpaign, "nd on the 2Lth of January the entire battalion moved into its first reet,
rehabilit-tion and refitting periocd sinece D-ilay. fter = 72 hour "all rest and no
work" perind, road mrrchas to kean the personnel fit were inaugur-ted, ~ high st-te
of mrinten~nce of vehicles »nd ordnance was conducted -nd resulted in a superior r ting
from the Inspection Ivam of the 515th Ordnanee Batt-lion. “sapons eliases, cl-osses on
indireet firing =nd FDC were conducted., ‘11 campanles went to desisn-ted {iring r-nges
nd fired amnll -~rms, machine ysuns, bazook:s, -nd “econnaissance "lstoons fired their
37m guns. ersonal eculpment was chucked -nd cleaned., len were given the oorortunity
to shower -t deeign.ted shower noints -nd the Yedical letnelment phyeic-1ly insnected
=11 personnel -s prascribed. Lovine pictures snd stage shows were ~rr-nped for, ap
well '8 peases to the "on limits" towns of Huy and indermes, In all, every - dvesntage
w-s mvde =vallable to the persommel of tris b-tt-lion during their rest oeriod,

February 1945 635" After Action Report Excerpts

Sumnary:

1. The B-tt-liom eontinued its first rest, rob-bilit~tion ~nd refittin~ nerincd
since D=Nry until 3 Feh, 1045, ~n9 on 4 Wb, 1045 noved to ~ new nsegnblsr ~res in
Anelen, Mermrqny, Mue to the flood st-ze of the Noer ™iver, ovr line eavmonics did
not dencrt *aehen ntil 25 Febru-ry 45. During tie 27 deys in the roserhly sie-) -
“Irh st-te of ~-interance of velicles -nd ordn-nce w3 cortinued, ~erscr-l eruip-
rnent = mee =are ¢le-ncd -od checked.  TTovine rictiwres snd - stepe shov were
attendod by -ttt lion wersonnel, Taris, Rrussels, -nd Verviers n-zces vwere continued
and = ruote of enlirtcd men for furloush to the "mited Vingdam wes £filled. Tn -1,
durins the woitin~ »~oried, the R-ttalion -'+s ~dv-nt-geously oceuricd, * Calrany M
gun nlatoon du~ in its puns ~ed secrity a-ehidne run nests for Adr Norps per=on-rel
on ~n insnection tour of tle ground forces, -nal the nl-toom -3 ren-id for its nuddy
t-sit byr the or-ises reeeived for thelr work - mone o *he visiting "l “orns olficers
~nd enlistcd men could loerte nny of thie run nositions, =~nd confidentlr st-terd the
nositions were well enoush e-.oufl-;~d to ¢v-cde deteetion from the ~ir. * nuiber of
our officer —~ersom-el zrent tuo days with 'ir forps fiphter-boaber ~reurs to f-nil-
i-rize themrelves v th tiicir oper-tions -»nd to ere-te -~ better wnderst-nlin~ hetween
~ir -xd pround forees., ™ 25 Webro-rr elecnts of the R-t+-lion ero=snd the Toer
River -nd irmedi-tel; et into sction as-inst the ecresmy. Mur Cawr-oge 4 was eredited
witl 'moekin~ out - Ti-er 71 tonk in "sch, Term-ny,

2, The N-tt-lion Cow--~nder, in his con~eity of Trovost Marshal of Lth Cavalry,
froup ~nd ~ttached mnits sent » =1-11 eroup of officer ~nd enlisted rerson-el to
repietrr the eivilion popul-tion of Tsch, "ermany - to mick up 1l ~rms - srronged
for CIC personrel to screen the populstion; Cermn -nd ron=fern-n for foraer ~anbers
of the ‘ehrmacht -1.d Tarty members,

3. The A35th TD Dn-Towed is on the wny to the Pline Hiver -- -nd to erosa it}



March 1945 635 After Action Report Excerpts

Summary

The Battalion continued tc reinforce the /tk Cavalry Greup, Mecz 1n its contestec
advance to Cologne with tre VII Corps until Group neinforced was pinched out at the
western bank of the ghine Hiver north of Colcgne. Battalicn continued to guard the
fhine River in the sector we occupied until 10 lLar when we were advised the 3attalion
was relleved of attachment to VII Corps and Lti. Cavalry Group Mecz to which organi-
zation we were sttached since 1 September 1944, thruvugh Frauce, Belglum and Germany
and back tc Belgium for the Battle of the Bulg:; and further attached to Seventh Army
upon arrival their area,

Prior to departure for France and the Jeventh army, the Battalion Commander,

in his capacity as Provost Marshal of Lth Cavalry Group Wecz and attached units
sent small groups of cfficer and enlisted serconnel to register the civilian popu-
lation cf the tcwns in group zone - tc pick up arms, ele., arranged for screening
b, CIC of population and transperiecd displaced personc te authorized CP camps.

ur attachment to the 71st Infantry Division became effective with our arrival,
snd attzchment to Seventh Army. OCur line companies are under the control cof the
vivision's Zegisental antitank officers and generally are being used to reinforce
organic regizental antitanx defenses, Dacause of the nature of the operations, and
the apparent disapzearance of enemy armor, we have not fired at any enemy tanks
since our arrival for campaign Scuthern France. e have employed ocur troops as
irfantry in patrclling activities and have captured 152 -risoners between larch 15th
and 31st. e were responsible fer the reginents capturing many more.

“he 6£35th Tank Zestrcyer Tattalion, Towed, crossed the jfhine kiver on 3C und
21 .arch 1%L%.

The 635 Tank Destroyer Battalion, Towed, crossed the Rhine River on 30 and 31 March 1945.

T

Photo: American Army troops crossing the Rhine River

1 April 1945 — Transferred to the 3 Army along with the 71 Infantry in the drive across the Rhine River near
Mannheim and advanced through central Germany to Austria.

The 71st Infantry Division was deployed to the European theater of operations in February 1945. After
disembarking at the French port of Le Havre, the "Red Circle" division advanced to Alsace-Lorraine. The
following month, it crossed the Rhine River and drove southward, taking Coburg (April 11), Bayreuth (April 14—
16), and Regensburg (April 27). By war's end, the "Red Circle" division had entered Austria, where it met up
with advancing Soviet forces/Russian Army at Steyr Austria


https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/narrative/8163/en

April 1945 635%™ After Action Report Excerpts

The battalion sontinwsd to closely suppart the Tlst Infamiry "ivisien inm its
swmesysful progress across Jermexy. The Battalion Cawmand Poet =nvi the Comeand
Fosts of the three gun companies completed 92 marches during april 1945,

plthough the gun compurics were to be used to reinforece argsnic regimental
antitank defense, they mot mly aceamplished their mrimary missien by des— |
troying thr-c (3) ensmy tamks in April, but surrorted the adwence of the infwtry
with direct fire missions elimin:ting cnemty opposition during the ewift advinoces,
Owr gun pl:toons eart out ¢smbat prtrols, meutraliring enexy strang points, had
11 arma fire fighte, took over 1500 prisoners of wer snd mssisted the
in taking many theusands more; however, no official eredit wag takem
-kuu' prisonirs were actwally tzlen unassisted., » sole bridge crooswing of
wi

i

ver wag seogred by owr Company A by eapturing an enemy strong point
th thres heavy nnchine gums and its persomsl after a brisk fire fight -nd
om of owr officers, withowd ald, sttocied sn enemy machine gun west holding wp
ant infaxhry sdvence, neutralisimg it, killing two ensmy :nd taking the remnining
of the shamy ~un orew prisones,

Prie to croosing the Dapube River, elsmerts of our Campeny C were respons-
far kmoeidng an nary seny vehicles attenpting to sesepe the clity of
Regonsburg to the sast, firing from well-chosen positions in the vicinity of
Tegernhedn with 3" cune. The Sammonding Ufficer of Company C was in Nepemsbwrg
with the Camsaading OfIiosr of the lith Infaniry Reginent when arr-ngements
were made with tle Comaundart of the Fegensburg Ourrison far the surrendey of
thet clty, ‘ne 3" gqun section, 3rd Pl-toon, “ompany “C%, were in position in
Negensburg at that time,

£

;

May 1945

Liberated Mauthausen, a Nazi concentration camp on a hill above the market town of Mauthausen ~ 12 mi
east of Linz, Upper Austria. It was the main camp of a group with nearly 100 further subcamps located
throughout Austria and southern Germany

On 5 May 1945 the camp at Mauthausen was approached by a squad of US Army soldiers of the 41st
Reconnaissance Squadron of the US 11th Armored Division, 3rd US Army. The 635" was attached to the 3™
US Army.

Photo: New prisoners awaiting disinfection in the
7. garage yard of Mauthausen
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Photo: Medical corpsmen of the US 71st Infantry Division, 3rd US
Army look on as captured German soldiers remove bodies from
inside a barracks in Gunskirchen. In the foreground, a Jewish girl
lies huddled in the straw on the floor of the barracks.
Gunskirchen, Austria, May 7, 1945.

Photo: Lambach Camp (Austria) May 6, 1945: After the
liberation of the camp by the 71st DI of the 3rd US Armee,

children and women survivors of the camp in the crowded
barracks.

The 635" was in Lambach. Austria on (VE) Victory in Europe Day, 8 May 1945. Their role shifted from combat
to Guarding, Feeding and Administering prisoner of war cage — up to 60,000 prisoners.

May 1945 635" After Action Report Excerpts

V-B (Victory in Burops) day found the RBattalion in Lambach, Austria, and

after 11 months in ths line in action againat thn Enemywith only lne

10-day rest poriod immesdiately afier active participation in the AMIENNE3
Campaign, the Jattalion took over it's assigned duty of ¥& guarding,

feoding and administering the Prisoner Of Wer Cage in Lambach. When our
Battalion Commander "WINT® took over ths supervision of the Cags on

T May, it had within it's confdned, 19,160 Prisiomars of War. After
discharging 10,483 Enlisted Men and 575 Officars, 792 Volksatrum and

67 WACS through the 31lst of May, on that day we still had in ths P4 Cage

785 Officers, 20,392 Bnlistsd Men and 92 Political Prisomers, and in the
Hospitals under our Supervision were 82 Officers, 1,182 Enlisted Men and

418 Displaced Persons. In a segrated Cage under Special Guard were 65 88
officers and 2,540 SS Troops. The displaced Parsons we organized under

Of ficer supervision processed 2,3lL1 persons for shipment to their homes and

on 31 May we still had 3,905 Displaced Persons on hand. Prisoners were screened
by CIC Personnel bafore discharge and those within walking distance from
Lambach were rapidly relsased. All msans of Transportation were utilized within
Proscribed Regulations to sand Prisonors and Displaced Persons to thoir

own Homese


https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/narrative/8044/en

The Battalion was aswarded the Bronae Service Award for participating in the
initial assult for the Normandy Bescheads, and throughout the entire campaign
on the Continent maintained the Highwst Combat Efficiency. .

Battle Casualties throughout the WW-2 Campaign were 1 Officer and 29 Enlisted
Men KILLED IN ACTION. 1 Officer and 8 Enlisted Men DIED OF WOUNDS RECEIVED IN
ACTION, making a TOTAL OF 2 OFFICERS AN 3% ENLISTER MEN BMAPE THE SUPREMRB
SACRIFICEs 5 Officers and1l5 Enlisted Men WERE WOUNDED TN ACTION and BVACUATED,
3 Officers and 79 Enlisted Men WERE WOUNDED IM ACTION BUT NOT EVACUAT=D,

The Battalion participated actively in the following WW-2 ETO Campaignss
NORMANDY, NORTHERN FRANCE, RHINELAND, ARDENNES, and CENTRAL EUROPE.

We took L,639 PRISGNERS OF WAR, and KNOCKED OUT 11 TANKS. We fought sometimes
as Infantry and supported all actions of the Organizations to which we ware
assigned or attached..Gensrally the Firing Companies were under Divisional
Control and used in support of Organic Anti-Tank Defense, While attached to
the Lth. Cavalry Group, the firing Companies were used for screaning missions,
road pgtrols against enemy patrod sctivity, combat patrols, outposts, road
blocks and dismpunted as Infantry in the Battle of tho Hurtren Forest.

Our attachment to the 7ldt. Infantry Division resultad in a series of swift
marches with considerabls use of our Battalion 3" Guns firing to assist the
Infantry to advance through Wooded Areas and Towns. Our Battalion captursd
Towns, secured Bridge Sites and Dems, knocked out Tanks and Gemra]l}
supported every action the Infantry Regiments participated in.

Campaign Credits:

e Normandy....cc.cccoeereeernnnnee Jun. 6, to Jul. 24, 1944

¢ Northern France............... Jul. 25, to Sept. 14, 1944

e Rhineland............ceeennnen. Sept. 15, 1944 to Mar. 21, 1945
e Ardennes-Alsace.............. Dec. 16, 1944 to Jan 25, 194

e Central Europe................. Mar. 22, to May 11, 1945

e 11 months of war with only 10 days of rest after the Ardennes Offensive
e 2 officers and 35 enlisted men killed during operations
e 8 officers and 194 enlisted men wounded

Awards: Croix De Guerre (French or Belgium "Cross of War")

The 635 served in an infantry role alongside the 1%t Division, 4" Calvary, 7" Army, 3 Army and 71%
Infantry. However, since they were not an infantry unit they did not receive any awards for their service
as infantry.
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Photo taken Sept 14, 1942, Burbank, CA

635th Tank Destroyer Battalion

On 23 December 1940 the Kansas National Guard was mobilized for a year’s training duty at Camp Joseph T.
Robinson, Arkansas. Once there, elements of the Kansas, Nebraska and Missouri Guard would together form
the 35th Infantry Division, reorganized to form the Provisional Anti-Tank Battalion of the 35th Division in
reaction to German strategy in 1939-1941 and the success of German armored units in both Western and
Eastern Europe that made the German panzer units seem almost invincible.

The American Army decided to counter enemy armor with high velocity guns which ultimately became known
as Tank Destroyers. Tank destroyer units were to be fast moving elements which placed a bare minimum of
their guns in fixed position and held a maximum in mobile reserve. The tank destroyer motto was "Seek-
Strike-Destroy". The Anti-Tank Battalions were to be equipped with towed 37mm guns, in preference to self-
propelled pieces.

The 35th Infantry Divisions Provisional Anti-Tank Battalion was formed in June 1941 under this concept from
elements of the 127th, 135th and 161st Field Artillery Battalions. At the time of its organization, roughly 90%
of the members of the Provisional Anti-Tank Battalion were from Kansas. At its inception, the Battalion was
commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Wint Smith, formerly of Headquarters, 127th Field Artillery, Kansas National
Guard.

15 December 1941, General Order No. 1 changed its designation to the 635th Tank Destroyer Battalion.

Following the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor among the units sent west for the coastal defense was the 35th
Division and its newly created unit the 635th Tank Destroyer Battalion.

The Battalion reached Fort Ord, California on 1 January 1942, and remained there until the 19th when it was
moved to Camp San Luis Obispo, California. It would remain at the latter location until April 23rd when it was
relocated at Griffith Park in Burbank.



Some called the American forces in the area "Hollywood
soldiers" due to their rather plush duty on the coast. In
fact, some 635th personnel were randomly selected for
- roles in the movie "Washington Slept Here." 35th
Division personnel also landed an appearance in the film
"As Thousands Cheer." The 635th served in the coastal
defense mission from January 1942 until August 1942.

 Duane met his wife to be Velma Crawford at a USO
- - dance in Pasadena. The dance was called the “Kansas
B Roundup.” They realized that had grown up a short
;& : “% distance from each other — Hope and Moonlight
: B N TR R (between Abilene and Chapman). Duane shipped out
From Justin Rousselot: "l was doing some research and | came across your site and they IOSt tOUCh. When he returned from war he

about the 635th Tank Destroyer Battalion in Burbank. My Grandpa was with the
635th in Burbank and told me many stories of his time there (mostly about the looked her up. Velma had come back to Kansas because

starlets he met). | scanned this picture for you; it's of my grandpa (Ernie

Rousselot) and Hollywood starlets! her mom was sick. “I guess it was fate!” and “it's funny
From left to right: Donna Reed, Ernie Rousselot, Marilyn Maxwell, Earl Francis, because he talked abOUt her in hlS Ietters-” H|S daughter
Julie Bishop and Harold Senne. 635th Tank Destroyer Battalion, Burbank, CA, J0|een Shared.

Summer 1942.

The Battalion departed from California on 15 January 1943 for Camp Hood, Texas, the newly designated Tank
Destroyer Training Center. Camp Hood, Texas provided the 635th with its first intensive training as a Tank
Destroyer unit. In many respects the training was similar to other units, in that physical training was stressed
for all battalion members. This required hours of physical conditioning and included a traditional army activity,
marching. By this time, the battalion was fully equipped with the authorized 3 inch anti-tank weapon and
emphasis was placed on training and proficiency with both individual small arms and crew served weapons. In
addition, intensive training was given on vehicle and ordinance maintenance, both necessary skills for the
success of the battalion in a combat environment. Vehicle maintenance was particularly important because the
635th utilized guns towed by trucks or White half-tracks.

The commander of the battalion during this period and during the entire war was Lieutenant Colonel Wint
Smith, originally from Mankato, Kansas. A Highway Patrol officer in civilian life, Wint Smith had originally
joined the Kansas National Guard in June, 1916 and had served in a number of capacities but served by and
large in the cavalry until it was phased out in 1940. Wint Smith was a strong commander who expected and
got a great deal out of the men in his command. He was ably assisted by his Executive Officer, Major Carl
Harder who like Colonel Smith was a Highway Patrolman and a Guardsman of considerable experience (Harder
joined the National Guard in 1921). Wint Smith wanted his unit to look sharp at all times and therefore
required his men to wear their leggings and steel pots at all times. They were probably the only unit at Camp
Hood that consistently enforced this requirement. When committed to combat, the habit of wearing the helmet
at all times, developed through Wint Smiths’ training, undoubtedly saved many lives.

The battalion, now wearing the distinctive Tank Destroyer patch, left Camp Hood on 16 December 1943 to
participate in the Second Louisiana maneuvers. It had now been mobilized for two years and was fully trained
and equipped as a Tank Destroyer Battalion. The 635th was sent to Camp Polk, Louisiana for the Second
Maneuvers and upon completing its field duties, the unit moved into Camp Polk containment area on 30
December 1943.

The 635th was designated as one of the units which would take part in the invasion of German occupied
Europe. Thus for the first part of 1944 a substantial portion of the battalions work consisted of training
personnel and preparing equipment for shipment to participate in the invasion. Movement by rail to the point
of embarkation began on 2 February 1944 and the 635th reached Camp Shanks on 8 February 1944. They
embarked from the Port of New York on 9 February 1944 aboard a British vessel. The HMS Andes sailed
without any type of convoy escort, but in spite of this, the voyage was without incident and the Andes arrived
in Liverpool, England on 19 February, 1944. Once in England, the battalion was in a Nissen hut encampment.



Duane’s Tank Destroyer Battalion patch.

Divisions have 10,000-to-15,000 soldiers divided in
three-to-five combat regiments and a number of
support units. Regiments have 3,000-to-5,000
soldiers and include several combat and support
battalions. Each battalion has three-to-five line
companies of 100-to-150 soldiers

apiece. Companies break down into three-to-

five platoons of 20-to-40 people, which in turn
break down into squads of eight-to-12

Soldiers wearing the stripes and T were rank T/5 and as "corporal.” Technicians represented a wide variety of
soldiers with specialized technical skills, including medics, radio operators and repairmen, mail clerks, mechanics,

cooks, and tank drivers.

The triangle 6 represents the 6" Armored Division. Worn on the left sleeve signifies the division served in during
battle. The 3 “Hershey” Bars represent months in battle service. The grey strip represents years of active duty.

Jerry Moran recognized Duane and other survivors of the
635th at a ceremony at the Eisenhower Museum in 1998.
Duane’s son Marvyn is assisting him.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corporal
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Table of Organization
and Equipment No. 18-35 *

War Department,
Washington 25, D.C., 1 September 1944 **

TANK DESTROYER BATTALION, TOWED

Designation: T Tank Destroyer Battalion
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2 |Lieutenant Colonel 1 1 1
3 |Major 2 2 2
4 |Captain 4 1 7 7
5 |Captain or First Lieutenant 1 1
| 6 |First Lieutenant 7 3 16 16
7 |Second Lieutenant 1 1 4 4
8 _ TOTAL COMMISSIONED 15 5 30 1 31
9 [Warrant Officer 2 2 2
10|Master Sergeant 2 2 2
11 Eirst Sergeant 1 1 4 4
12| Technical Sergeant 7 1 10 10
13| 5taff Sergeant (5] B 24 1 25
14]Sergeant 7 16 55 55
15| Corporal 3 17 54 1 55
16| Technician, Grade 3 1 1
17| Technician, Grade 4 18 12 54 2 56
18| Technician, Grade 5 38 15 83 4 a7
19| Private, First Class 30 56 198 3 201
201Private, including 36 B4 228 3 231
21 Basic (7) (9) (34) (1) (35)
22 TOTAL ENLISTED 148 188 712 15 727
23 AGGREGATE 165 193 744 15 760
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24 |Car, armored, light, M8, with atTmament i 4 4
25|Car, armored, utility, M20, without armament 4 2 10 10
| 26| Carbine, cal. .30, M1 120 360 360
27|Gun, 3-inch, M5 with carriage, gun, 3-inch, M6 12 36 36
28|Gun, machine, Browning, cal. .30, M1819A6, flexible 11 7 32 32
29| Gun. machine, Browning, HB, cal. .50, M2, flexible 8 3 17 17
30| Gun, submachine, cal. .45, M3 151 49 298 298
31|Launcher, grenade, M7 11 24 B3 83
32|Launcher, grenade, M8 12 36 36
33|Launcher, rocket, 2.36-inch, M9 26 15 71 71
34 |Pistol, automatic, cal. .45, M1911A1 3 3 3
35|Rifle, U.S., cal. .30, M1 11 24 83 83
36| Trailer, Ammunition, M10 6 3 15 15
38 Irailer. 1/4-ton, 2-wheel, cargo 1 1 4 4
39| Trailer, 1-ton, 2-wheel, cargo [:] B8 2]
40| Truck, 1/4-ton, 4x4 18 15 63 67
41| Truck, 3/4-ton, 4x4, weapons carrier 6 6 6
42| Truck, 1 1/2-ton, 6x6, cargo 1 3 10 11
43| Truck, 2 1/2-ton, 6x6, cargo 14 1 17 17
44| Truck, wrecking, heavy. M1A1 1 1 1
45|Vehicle, armored, utility, M39 12 36 36
46| Detector Set (Mine) SCR-625 5 5 5
47 |Radio Set SCR-506 4 4 4
48|Radio Set SCR-608 ] 2 14 14
49|Radio Set SCR-619 19 19 76 i7
50| Telephone EE-8 5 7 26 26

Remarks:
1 Insert number of battalion.

* This table supersedes T/O 18-35, 7 May 1943, including C1, 28 March 1944, and C2, 28 April 1944.

** Includes Changes Mo. 1, 24 January 1945.
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This article about the Rock Family and the war effort appeared in the Capper’s Weekly Newspaper in 1942.
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Miscellaneous 635t Battalion Information:

The Battalion was billeted in Neissen Huts situated on the
Tracy Estate, Toddington, which was near the much larger
town of Cheltenham and relatively close to the famous
Shakesphere town of Stratford-on-Avon. The 635th T/D Bn.
basketball team participated in the South England
Tournament and progressed to the finals before elimination.
We stayed at Toddington until May 16, 1944. During this
period between landing in England and May 16 we entered
into all phases of combat training and physical
conditioning and was outfitted with all TO vehicles and
weapons which brought our strength to 100%. We then
assembled in Marshalling areas for further outfitting and
briefing. The Battaliion then embarked from Falmouth and
Plymouth, England on 3 LST’s numbered 55, 381 and 392 on
June 2, 1944 for the invasion and assault of France on the
Normandy Beachead. After several attempts to move forward
to the beach the 635th landed at the FOX-GREEN portion on
OMAHA BEACH on June 7 & 8, 1944 in Support -of the three
Regiments of the 1st Infantry Division. You will recall we
had planned to land on June 4th but weather caused Gen
Esienhower to back off until the 6th.

After aspexmbly at the Marshalling Areas, and furthar outfitting and
equipping, Q];Z ‘Battalion exbarind from Falmouth and Plymouth England
in 3 IST's Nusbers 55, and 381 and 393, on 2 Juno 194k, for the
invasion and assult of France on the Normandy Deachoad. The Battalion
lendings were made on the FOX-GREZER Portion of OMAHA BRACH on 8 June
in support of the Three Rogimonts of the lat., Infantry Division.

The Battalion supported the lst. Division throughout the Northern Francs
Campaign untill 31 August, when it was sssigned to the Lth. Cavalry

Group as it continued to drive through Balgium to Butgenbach near Malmedy.
From there the Lth. Cavalry Group was shifted to the Roetgon-dachen
Sector and assisted in the Drive Through the Hurtgen Forest.

After the Fall of Cologne, Germany, ths Battalion was transfered from

the 1lst. Army to the Tth Army and assigned to the Tlst Infantry Division.
(Notes After the fall of Cologne, one of our Captains and 20 of our
Enlisted Men were part of a Detail selocted to raise $he American Flag
over Cologne,) The 7lst. being a part of the Jtd, Army. Two waeeks later,

on or gbout 1 April 1945, the 7lst. Division, with thds (635th) Battalion
was transfered to the 3rd, Army. The Battalion supportad the 7lst. Division
in its drive to and across the RHINE RIVER near Mannheim and on through
central Germany to &nd into Austria. Elemsnts of the 635th Tank Destroyers
with the 7lst. Division were among the Trooja who advanced farthast East

of any Western Front Troojs.



The Battalion supported the 1st Inf. Div. throughout the
Nopthern.France Campaign until August 31, 1944. During
this period you will recall the jump-off at St. Lo, the

closing of the Falaise Gap, the sealing off of the
Cherbourg Pensula and the backing off of our Battalion’s
anticipated entrance into Paris wherein we were supplanted
by the French 2nd Armored Division in our uniforms and our
equipment. Needless to say we were disappointed. It was a
strange coincidence that we entered Germany at the same
place "as the 1st Inf. Div. had in World War I. After
August 31, 1944 we were assigned to the 4th Cavalry Group
as it continued the drive through Belgium to Butgenbach
near Malmedy. From there the 4th Cavalry Group was shifted
to the Roetgen-Aachen Sector and assisted in the drive
through the Hurtgen Forest. Who will forget the day of
December 16, 1844. With our Battalion in the Hurtgen
Forest overlooking the City of Duren across the Rohr River.
The Germans started their ill fated counter—-attack with
the goal of capturing the port city of Antrewp and thus
splitting the Allies Defenses. The Battalion was then
rushed from the Hurtgen Forest to Belguim to help counter
the German’s attack. Some of us were wounded and evacuated
at this time. You will recall this is the time the Germans
were using our unifoms, guns and English speaking German
Soldiers to penetrate our lines. I remember an MP stopping
our ambulance asking several guestions such as "was Babe
Ruth a Halfback or Tackle"”., OQur GI’s would know
immediately the answer. After Cologne fell, the 635th was
transferred from the 1lst Army to the 7th Army and assigned
to the 71st Inf. Div. One of our Captains and 20 enlisted
men were selected as part of a detail to raise the American
Flag over Cologne. Shortly after or about April 1, 1945
the 71st Inf. Div. with the 635th were transferred to the
3rd Army. The Battalion supported the 71st in the drive
across the Rhine near Manheim through Central Germany and
into Austria. Elements of the 635th with the 71st Inf Div
were among the Troops who advanced further East than any of
the Troops on the Western Front.



