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Dear Friend,

Eighty years ago, General Dwight D. Eisenhower, Supreme Allied Commander of Europe during
World War II, accepted the unconditional surrender of Nazi Germany. May 8, 1945, became
known around the world as Victory in Europe Day, V-E Day, a turning point in history that
signified the end of a brutal war on one side of the world and the beginning of peace.

Just a month later, in his Guildhall Address in London, England, General Eisenhower reminded the
world of the true cost of that victory:

“Humility must always be the portion of any man who receives 
acclaim earned in blood of his followers and sacrifices of his friends.”

He had seen firsthand the devastation of the most deadly conflict in human history and
understood deeply what had been lost.

As he continued on a victory tour, Ike was greeted by thousands of people who wanted to thank
him and the Allied Forces for restoring peace to war-torn Europe.

That same gratitude inspired a grassroots effort by Americans to establish the Eisenhower
Foundation just weeks after V-E Day on June 22, 1945. The mission was to ensure the stories and
values of General Eisenhower and the Greatest Generation were passed on to future generations.

Your support, whether financial, in-kind, or through your steadfast encouragement, has sustained
this mission for 80 years. You stand among thousands who have helped keep these lessons alive.

As I reflect on 2024, my heart is full. IKEducation saw record-breaking attendance in our
programs. On June 6, a moving 80th commemoration of D-Day took place with 20 World War II
veterans in attendance. The I Like Ike Capital Campaign progressed and we anticipate meeting our
goal by the end of the year.

You have made all of this possible with your generosity, thoughtfulness, and hope in the future.

It is my honor to share our 2024 Annual Report with you. I hope that it will inspire you as much
as it inspired us. From IKEducation and the Eisenhower Anniversary Series to our exhibits and
celebrations, we have much to be proud of. And, in our hearts, we know Ike would be proud, too.

Sincerely,

Meredith Sleichter
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IKE Outreach brings staff-led curriculum
into area classrooms. Young students meet
Ike through storybooks and activities, while
older students explore topics like the
Holocaust or presidential decision-making.

As a homeschooling family, we do webinars
like this from time to time, but today was by far

the best we've done. Bravo! 
Homeschool Mother,

IKE Online

IK
E

2
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1 7 , 4 3 9
IKE Onsite

1 6 , 3 5 4
IKE Online

+ + =
*Number includes total unique students and teachers, not repeat participants              †Number includes repeat student and teacher participation

2023-2024 SCHOOL YEAR BY THE NUMBERS
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total programs
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unique participants

*2 2 , 2 2 4
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We are so fortunate to have the
Eisenhower Museum be a beacon of

'big time history in a small town.'
Everything is well done and so

palatable for my students. I cannot say
enough good things about what this
opportunity provides for a bunch of

small-town students who don’t always
see the bigger picture so easily.

Russell High School Teacher,
IKE Onsite

IKEducation’s mission is to provide K–12
teachers and students with engaging
programs that use primary sources to explore
the life and legacy of Dwight D. Eisenhower
while meeting educational standards.
Through onsite, online, and outreach
experiences, we bring the artifacts and stories
of the Eisenhower Presidential Library and
Museum to life. As student participation
grows, so does our commitment to
expanding access and impact.

IKE Onsite offers a wide array of hands-on learning with artifacts from Ike’s life,
from his Kansas boyhood to the space age. Students may learn about the presidential
roles or take on a STEM challenge; they may try their hand at secret codes or Cold
War espionage.

IKE Online provides live programs and events to classrooms around the world. Our
website also provides numerous resources and on-demand programs. Students from
Wichita or Warsaw can learn about Ike through programs about his D-Day
leadership or his iconic election campaign.

5 , 7 1 0
IKE Outreach

PROGRAM PARTICIPATION



3

P
R
O
G
R
A
M
S

On June 6, 2024, the Eisenhower Foundation & Presidential Library hosted a series
of events to commemorate the 80th anniversary of D-Day, the event that turned the
tide for the European Allied Forces in World War II. The day began with a Meet a
World War II Veteran reception.

D-DAY+80 COMMEMORATION

This was followed by a Remembrance Ceremony attended by 20
World War II veterans and included a flyover by the Fort Riley
1st Infantry Division AH-64E Apache. Remarks were given by
Kansas Governor Laura Kelly, Senator Jerry Moran, Major
General Paul T. Stanton, Brigadier General Niave F. Knell,
Eisenhower Library Supervisory Archivist James Ginther, and
Eisenhower Foundation Executive Director Meredith Sleichter.

This past year, the Eisenhower Anniversary Series was launched. These programs
connect significant events within the Eisenhower legacy to contemporary issues that
continue to impact our world.

June 3: Partnered with the U.S. Global Leadership Coalition for a panel discussion
on Eisenhower’s Food for Peace Program, which aimed to use U.S. agricultural
surpluses to fight hunger, expand trade, and advance foreign policy.

June 4: Collaborated with the Dole Institute of
Politics at the University of Kansas and the
Truman Library Institute on the program
NATO in a New Era of Collective Defense,
featuring Admiral Rob Bauer, Chair of NATO’s
Military Committee.

September 19: Partnered with Columbia Law
School on the program Eisenhower and Civil
Rights After 70 Years, where panelists
explored the historic Brown v. Topeka Board of
Education decision.

Scan to watch
our past

programs

EISENHOWER
ANNIVERSARY
SERIES

4,598
Onsite

2,133
Online

+

2024 PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS

6,731
TOTAL=
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In October, during Ike’s birthday
celebration weekend, the Eisenhower
Foundation dedicated the Eisenhower
Silo Mural on the Bert & Weta Sales Inc.
silo near the Eisenhower Presidential
Campus. The mural was designed by Ben
Tegtmeier of Eudora, Kansas, and was
selected from a statewide call for ideas.
Mindy Allen from Mindy’s Murals in
Junction City, Kansas, painted a version
adapted for the silo.

SILO MURAL

I LIKE IKE
CAMPAIGN
The I Like Ike Capital Campaign
gained significant momentum in
2024. The Sunderland Foundation
(Overland Park, Kansas), the
Patterson Family Foundation
(Kansas City, Missouri), and the
Eisenhower Foundation Board of
Directors and Trustees have
provided lead campaign gifts. In
addition, the State of Kansas has
pledged a $5M matching grant–
meaning we must raise $10M by
June 30, 2025, to fully capitalize
on this opportunity.

Thanks to these gifts, the
Education Center building project
has moved into the Design
Development Phase and is targeted
to break ground in late 2025. This
Education Center will be the
centerpiece of our campaign and
will serve as a hub for education
and inspiration.

$11,713,122
secured towards our total

goal of $17,000,000
to
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Visitors from all over the world explored the first-class museum exhibits,
including Cold War: Soviets, Spies, and Secrets. This temporary exhibit, originally
curated by the Nixon Presidential Foundation and Library, explored how the Cold
War dominated every facet of postwar 20th century Western life.

A Campus Master Plan was developed to update and modernize the existing
federal campus, thanks to funding from the William T. Kemper Foundation.
Senator Jerry Moran (R-Kansas) was instrumental in helping secure federal funding
for much needed maintenance and improvements to the visitor experience.

The Eisenhower Foundation awarded three Research Travel Grants during the
2024 grant cycle.
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89,379

Virtually visit
Cold War:

Soviets, Spies,
& Secrets
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80%

13%

18%

35%

With donor restrictions

REVENUE
Total

Amount
% of
Total

Without donor restrictions

32%

68%
$5,095,881

$2,389,164

68%

32%

Program

EXPENSES
Total

Amount
% of
Total

Management

$1,048,558

$175,985

PROGRAM EXPENSES
Total

Amount
% of
Total

$498,655

$361,750

Fundraising

7%
13%

80%

47%

$93,194 7%

Public Programming

IKEducation K-12 Programs

Preserving the Legacy

TOTAL $7,485,045

TOTAL $1,317,737

TOTAL $1,048,558

$188,153

47%

2024
AUDITED
FINANCIALS

18%

35%



7

STAFF

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

TRUSTEES

Stephen B. Hauge, Chair, New Jersey
Kyle A. Campbell, Vice Chair, Kansas
Tim Holm, Secretary, Kansas
Kevin J. Rooney, Treasurer, Kansas
Lt. Gen. Michael L. Dodson, USA (Ret.), Kansas
Mary Jean Eisenhower, Kansas
John R. Elmore, Kansas
Charles R. Ewald, California
Clark S. Judge, Michigan
Randy R. Jurgensmeyer, Texas
Sue Peterson, Kansas

Susan Eisenhower, Chair Emerita, Washington, D.C.
John Banks, Florida
Ann Brownell Sloane, New York
David Eisenhower, Pennsylvania
Merrill Eisenhower, Kansas
Frank Fahrenkopf, New York
Julie Kemper Foyer, Missouri
George A. Hagerty, Colorado
James Hagerty, Washington, D.C.

Bill Hall, Kansas
Captain Kyle Higgins, USN (Ret.), Virginia
Admiral Bobby R. Inman, USN (Ret.), Texas
The Honorable John W. Lungstrum, Kansas
Jean Ann Scupin Mohler, Massachusetts
General Richard B. Myers, USAF (Ret.), Kansas
Mary Jo Myers, Kansas
The Honorable Pat Roberts, Senator (Ret.), Kansas
Paul Schott Stevens, Virginia

Meredith Sleichter, Executive Director
Mitzi Bankes Gose, Director of IKEducation
Emily Miller, Director of Development
Julie Conley, IKEducation Specialist
Sarah Gage, Donor & Outreach Coordinator
Kim Hanke, Digital Content Manager
Kristen McAsey, IKEducation Scheduling Coordinator
Katie Pearson, IKEducation Specialist
Heather Unruh, Office Administrator

Judy Barten, IKEducator
Marilyn George, IKEducator
Leanne Grauerholz, IKEducator
Anna Gugler, IKEducator
Joanie Hayden, IKEducator
Mary Hildebrand, IKEducator
Leslie Hoffman, IKEducator
Ben Ines, IKEducator
Mike Jantz, IKEducator
Jennifer Michel, IKEducator
Maria Nuss, IKEducator

Nicolas W. Platt, New Jersey
Jeanette Prenger, Missouri
Kerri S. Reisdorff, Missouri
Nicholas Rostow, New York
Thomas Sanchez, Washington, D.C.
Colonel Jock Scharfen, USMC (Ret.), Virginia
Darcy Frick Stewart, Kansas
Jason Thomas, Georgia
David Eisenhower, Chair Emeritus, Pennsylvania
Governor Laura Kelly, Honorary Chair, Kansas

OUR PARTNERS
Abilene ACBL
Abilene Friends of Sister City
The Achelis & Bodman Foundation
Ameriprise Financial
Arvest Bank
Arvest Foundation
Astra Bank
Ayco
The Beach-Edwards Family Foundation
Bert & Wetta, Inc.
Bialer Family Foundation
City of Abilene
Clarks Fork Foundation
Columbia Law School
Community Foundation of Dickinson County
Dane G. Hansen Foundation
Dole Institute of Politics at the University of Kansas
Elizabeth, Harry & McDowell Steele Donor Advised Fund
Emma Balsiger Foundation

Evergy
First Alliance Foundation
Fiduciary Trust International
Fondation Foyer
Franklin Templeton
Fundraising Strategies
Gene Fritzel Construction Co., Inc.
Gleason Family Impact Foundation
Hale Family Foundation
Hartley Corporation
Holiday Inn Express
Holm Automotive
Humanities Kansas
JC Pharmacy LLC DBA Kollhoff Pharmacy
JE Dunn Construction
Jeffcoat Memorial Foundation
Jewish Community Foundation of Greater Kansas City
Kansas Department of Commerce
Kansas Creative Arts and Industries Commission



Kansas Gas Service
Kegley Family Charitable Fund
Marshall Family Foundation, Inc.
Midwest Concrete Materials, Inc.
Miller Nichols Charitable Foundation
National Archives Foundation
National Endowment for the Arts
NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization)
Patterson Family Foundation
Peery Charitable Fund
RC Kemper Charitable Trust
Richard & Mary Jo Myers Family
Richard Lowry Memorial Fund
Robert E. & Patricia A. Schmidt Foundation
Robert M. Beren Foundation
San Jose Canaan Taiwanese Christian Church
Solomon State Bank

Sunderland Foundation
The Abilene Group Financial Advisors
The First Alliance Foundation
The Goodnow Fund
The State of Kansas
The Wilson Sexton Foundation
Threefold Land Co. LLC
TKBW Private Foundation
Truman Library Institute
UMB Bank; Kemper
Union Pacific Foundation
U.S. Global Leadership Coalition
Vyve Broadband LLC
West's Country Mart
William T. Kemper Foundation
WLB/TCB Charitable Advised Fund

FRIENDS OF THE
EISENHOWER
FOUNDATION

PRESIDENTIAL

Bob & Donna Aldrich
April & John Barker
Brent & Elena Beckman
Lila Berkley
Geoffrey Bible
Janice Brent
Frederick Butler
Kyle & Kendra Campbell
Richard & Lynette Campbell
Ted Cason
Richard Claypoole
Thomas Diedrich
Herbert Dilger
Michael & Diane Dodson
R.A. & Terry Edwards
John & Rosemary Elmore
Mary Jean Eisenhower
Richard & Sharon Evers
Charles Ewald
Marlin & Melinda Fitzwater
Julie Kemper Foyer
Andy & Diane Fritzel
Timothy & Cindy Fritzel
George Goodman

James Greener
Sally Groves
Nancy Gugler
Judy Guyer
George Hagerty
Steve Hauge
Mark & Lisa Heitz
Tim & Brenda Holm
Andrew & Nancy Jarecki
Charles Johnson
Randy & Jane Jurgensmeyer
Robert Karr
Edward Matheny, Jr.
Ann Milburn
Jean Mohler
David Orr
Raymond Paciorek
John Pellegrino
Keith Peterman
Nic Platt
Richard Pogue
Kevin & Peggy Rooney
Roger Roudebush
Jock Scharfen

Steven Schlosser
Steve & Judy Sellers
Harry Lee Shaw III
Jeff & Meredith Sleichter
Bruce & Diane Smith
Ross Staffhorst
Mac Steele
Paul & Joyce Stevens
Darcy & Lindsey Stewart
Kathleen Stout
Maureen Sullivan
William & Marilyn Taylor
Mack & Ingeborg Teasley
Jason Thomas
Richard & Mary Traylor
James Tucker
Kevan & Gail Vick
Irwin Wecker
William Weeks
Bruce Wetzel
Mike & Cathy Whitehair
Bruce & Denise Youtsey
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5-STAR

Kathy Ford
Robert Freson
Glane Freund
Terry Galvin
George Gamble
John & Eileen Gardella
Merl Gaskill
H. Gibbs
Charles Gilbert
Stephen Gish
Beth Griggs
Suzanne Hahn
John & Meg Hauge
Marilyn Hayden
Donald Hazzard
Daniel Healy
Marshall Heinold
Doy Henley
Mary Henson
Gerald Hess
Muriel Higgins
Thomas Hilla
Joseph Hirzel
Lila Holdsworth
Charlotte Holmes
Dorothy Holmstrom
Jim Hooper
Randall Hooper
Laurence Howard
James Isaacs & Page Mailliard
Stephen Jantschi
Mike Johnson
Charles Kall
Gordon Kemmerer
James Kennedy
John & Sue Kollhoff
Larry Kieft
Damon Kimber
Daniel Kinsey
Velma Kistler
Mark Knackendoffel
Ronald Krejci
Gary & Christine La Croix
Ray Leadbetter
Richard Lee
Henry Leonard
Sheryl Liddle
Luke & Jan Lindsay
Robert Lorenz
Warren & Susan Lortie
J. Macy
Ralph Maple
Dee & Bill Marshall
June Martin

Roland Ahlmeyer
Gary Akerstrom
William Albers
Tony Alexander
Brenda Altman
Virgilio Ambida
Donald & Rebecca Anderson
Warren Arnett
Stephen Bajus
William Barr
Allan Barrows
Stephen Baumann
Robin Beran
Donald & Pat Berkley
Albert Bieber
Stuart Bindeman
David Bockting
Jay Bodney
Elizabeth Boyd
Thomas Braje
Janice & Edward Brent
William & Theresa Bristol
Kenneth Brunsman
Theodore Bryant
Susan Cahoon
Dean Caldwell
John & Kay Callison
Richard Carlson
Catherine Carstarphen
Guy Castino
John Challman
Soon Cho
Sid Clements
James Coffin
Jay Coffman
Rogers Coleman
Greg Collins
Doyle & Maureen Comfort
Thomas Crouse
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Davis
Gerald Deford
Jimmy Dempsey
Dudley Diebold
Bob & Amy Dodson
Henry Dombrowski
Charles & Joan Dorgan
Joseph & Corinne Dox
Robert Dufek
Steve Dunkmann
Richard Elder
John Erffmeyer
Frank Fahrenkopf
T. Michael & Debbie Fegan
Robert Fenning

Dale Marx
Catherine McCabe
John McConnell
Raymond Merrick
Howard Meyer
Linda Miles
Joseph Mitcho
Marvin Moncla
Gary Moore
Terry Moore
Robert Moraski
John Mossel
Dan Musser
Miles Myers
William Norcross
Donald Oder
David Ostrander
Raymond Paciorek
Zane Palmer
David Parker
David Perdue
Paul Perona, Jr.
Richard Peterson
Joseph Pierle
Albert Porter
Michael Potack
James Powell
Robert Pozgar
Sylvia Quinn
Raymond Rajewski
Craig & Barbara Ramsey
Richard Rea
Clarke Reed
Jerry Reed
William Reed
Larry & Marceta Reilly
Bradford Rich
William Roberts III
Timothy Robinson
Kent Robl
Bob Robson
Nicholas Rostow
Richard Saccany
Ann Samuelson
Mary Sandy
Gaylord & Janelle Sanneman
Victor Shabanah
Roy Simperman
Joseph Simpson
William Smith
Kenneth Smith
James Snowden III
John Sopuch
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Robert Souza
Douglas Springer
Ross & Andrea Staffhorst
Harlan Stai
Ray Steedman
Marilyn Steinbright
Ronald Stephens
Sylvia Stevens-Buczek
Dennis Stover
Jeannine Strandjord
Joseph Styles
William Suchman
Michael Swanson
John Symczak
John Tauser

Duncan Alexander
Brian Berkey
Mike & Debra Berkley
Richard Bernstein
Tom & Judy Bowser
James Bramsen
Ron D. Burton
Nick & Lydia Calio
Elizabeth Carroll
Larry & Connie Cooper
Ralph & Kathy Crumrine
Mark & Mary Davis
Alvin Demaria
Frederick Dyer
Martha Fee
Maleta Florsberg
Louise Frey (In Memoriam)
William Gaskill
John Gibson
Thomas Gross
Christopher Haig
Donald Hall

4-STAR

Jon & Joan Thayer
Bennie Thompkins
Joyce Thompson
Jack Threet
Valerie Thruelsen
Ralph Tingle
Jeffrey Totten
Martin Tracy
LeRoy & Trish Unruh
Elizabeth Varsa
Fred Wagner
Norman Waite, Jr.
Chiyoko Watanabe
Bruce Wearda
James Weigel

Thomas Weinshenker
Mark Wendt
June Wentworth
Barry & Meta West
Richard Westerman
Thelma Wever
George Whitson
Lanette Wickham
James Wickham
Curtis Wieting
Richard Wiley
David & Julie Wilson
Elsie Woodworth
Donald & Sandy Workman
Susan Wurzer

Dennis & Susan Newton
Jerome Noll
Rebecca Perkins
Sally & Henry Pfizenmayer
Rick & Betty Henderson
Bridget Herzog
Richard Hinterman
Dr. & Mrs. Carl Holl
Brian Holmes
Jeffrey Hooper
Cynthia & Venable Houts
Bobby Inman
Richard & Dee James
Verdell Johnson
Betty Krenger
Michael Krippendorf & 
Dorothy Noyes
Helaine Lerner
Eric Linak
Joseph & Kathryn Lukens
Alice & Mark Mannette
David Marks

Donald Mudrich
David & Mary Raub
Allen & Amy Renz
Barbara Risius
John Rodda
James & Cibyl Ronen
Howard & Janice Rosser
Thomas Sanchez & 
Anthony Shop
George Sawyer
Marie Seelye
Ron & Margaret Shouse
James South
Stanley & Sandra Sprinkle
Amy Swann
Gerard Turino
Dianna Uchida
Thomas Weinshenker
David & Betsy Werner
Marilyn Woodhouse
William C. Zifchak

3-STAR

JoAnn Albrecht
Patrick Allen
Paul Aspinwall
Richard Augusta
Mary Ann Avola
William Baker
Christopher Bandini
Robert Bauman
Taylor Bell
Daniel P. Bennett
Randy & Gretchen Biery

John Boatwright
Claude Borowsky
Glenn Boutilier
William & Cathy Brown
Martin & Kathleen Buehler
Trinh Bui
David Bullock
Charles Burdick
Paul Burgardt
John Campbell
John & Lynn Carlin

Thomas Cody
Vincent & Deborah Collier
Randy Davis
Jay Emler
Stewart & Linda Etherington
Rebecca Ferrera
Stephen & Susan Forbes
Lowell Flory
Ronald & Rita Freeman
Santo & Ellen Fruscione
Hires Gage

1 0



LEGACY GIFTS

Sheila Gallo
John Gannett, Jr.
Butch Gartzke
Marcy Gefter
John George
Holly Gibson
Dane & Patricia Gillette
Virginia M. Giuffre
Stephen & Maxine Glassey
Steven & Cheri Graham
Carlton Gustafson
Donald Hall
Gerald & Bettie Rae Hall
Christine Hansen
Jim & Ann Harris
William Hellrung
Brian Hoelscher & Carole Willis
Bruce & Barbara Hoff
Marilyn Holt
Wesley Houser
Doug Hye
Clark & Margo Judge
Brian Kiedrowski
Marlon King
Steven Koestner
Donald & Mary Krohn

Richard Lazar
Arthur Ludwick
Rodney McDaniel
John & Mary McDonald
Timothy McKeough
Stanley McLaughlin
Dennis & Jane Medina
Mark & Kathy Montague
David Morgan
Peter Nagle
Denise Nassano
Peter & Ruth Nunn
John O'Donnell
Frank Pajerski
Lisa Paulson
Paul Pellegrino
Brent Penny
Susan Peterson & Charlie Thomas
Mary Ann Powell
Robert Pozgar
Jerry & JoEllen Preradovic
C. Dean Pressnall
Lewis Raker
Edward Ratledge
Dan & Georgia Reynolds

John Rintamaki
Kenneth & Joanne Roach
Fred Rolfes
Melanie Roth
Karl & Karen Rove
Alexander Sacarin
Dave Shiple
Michael Shylanski
Carol Speirs
John & Barbara Stauffer
Richard Stiener
Cathy Strowig
Dan & Julie Tacker
Rex Teter
Mr. & Mrs Anthony Thompson
John & Kristen Trubisz
Leticia Vandehaar
Ray Wagoner
Robert Wakefield
Michael & Galen Weiser
Margie Willis
Thomas & Carol Wood
Larry Wray
Jaques Wulffaert
Frank & Lesley Yeary

Douglas Price Estate
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Conceptualized in 2022, the Eisenhower Foundation’s Education Center project is moving into the
Design Development Phase of the project, and we anticipate opening the building in 2026 — the

250th anniversary of the United States of America.

Support the

Capital Campaign
I Like Ike

By donating, your name will be entered into a leather-
bound book that will be presented during the Grand

Opening ceremonies and remain on permanent
display!

SUPPORT
THE NEW

EDUCATION
CENTER



200 SE Fourth Street • P.O. Box 295 • Abilene, KS 67410 
(785) 280-9531 • EisenhowerFoundation.net

@eisenhowerfoundation @eisenhowermemorial @eisenhowerfound


